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Crisis years of the early church at Madawaska

by Guy F. Dubay

MADAWASKA — A quarter of a
century elapsed and 10 pastors
passed through the parish before
the citizens of Madawaska set-
tlement finally gathered the
resources to raise their first large
church at St. Basile, N.B.

Settlement came in 1785, yet the
Church of St. Basile rose from the
shattered dreams and aspirations
of its pastors only in 1813. Mon-
signor J.O. Plessis, a member of
the episcopal see in Quebec, was
quick to praise the work of Pastor
Louis Marcoux, for in that year
the new pastor succeeded where

e

others failed.

The people of Madawaska were
not unique in challenging church
authority. In Kamouraska, there
had been scandulous dissensions
where even the pastor’s life was
threatened. There were questions
in the matter of the payments in
other regions of the diocese as
well, _-but the reticence of
Madawaska’s settlers in
providing adequate resources to

. maintain a pastor at St. Basile

brought on several warnings to
Madawaskans from the church
authorities in Quebec.

Plessis, in a letter to Pastor
Raby, put it most diplomatically
when he said that the ill
disposition of the settlers was-the
most likely fate of ‘“‘most new
parishes formed out of a body of
people gathered from
everywhere.”

Perhaps it was the sparsity of
the settlers or the poverty of the
nascent colonies that prevented
the people of Madawaska from
housing and feeding a pastor at a
level concurrent with standards of
Quebec clergy. Certainly there
exists documents evidencing
struggles and difficulty of seeking
out a living in the virgin forest.
Few families cultivated crops
beyond the needs of their own
family, much less an amount to
submit to roving or itinerant
pastors.

Questions regarding the
adequate support of pastors were
brought up by the bishop of
Quebec four times in pastoral
letters to the Madawaska parish,
and seven other references show
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episcopal concern for the lack of
settler response to the needs of the
clergy.

Monsignor Plessis wrote
pastoral letters to the people in
1806, 1807, 1808 and 1811. Bishop
Plessis also addressed letters of
concern to pastors Paquet, 1792;
Ciquart, 1798; Vezina, 1802; Hott,
1806; Kelly, 1808 and 1809: and
Raby, 1811.

Indeed, it may be possible to
state that early pastors of St.
Basile parish were able to sustain
themselves in the St. John River
area largely through the support
of the New Brunswick authorities
who allocated an annual pension
of 50 Louis sterling to the pastors
who served a dual function of
ministering to the Malecite In-
dians at Tobique, Medoctec and
Ecoupahaq, in addition to their
pastorships at St. Basile.

Some of the pastors named to
head the fledgling parish were
young and new in the game of
missionary work, yet even the
most experience and dedicated
men ran into difficulty with the
intransigence of the settlers.
Ciquart, a man of unquestioned
faith and devotion, had a dosier of
records still extant evidencing
episcopal esteem for his labors, so
the quality of leadership can
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hardly be doubted.

The people of Madawaska today
speak in terms of being unique if
not a distinct people. There is
evidence to show that their ten-
dency to disassociate themselves
from other peoples goes back to
their origins.

The Rev. Bailly found the people
of the lower St. John River, from
whence the Madawaska’s Acadian
population is derived, difficult in
attitude from the rest of the docile
Acadians. Bailly warned the new
missionary, the Rev. Mathurin
Bourg, to be prepared to meet
some resistance among the St.
John River people, which he
would not meet at Memrancook,
Caraquet or Miramichi.

However, as those distinct at-
titudes developed, they appear to
have brought consternation to the
most ardent of churchmen.

Pastoral letters are clear in
their warnings. Indeed, Bishop
Plessis resorts to a censure of a
kind when he effected the removal
of the pastor from St. Basile in
1806 and set conditions for a new
appointment or a resident priest
to the parish. ‘‘Before sending
another (priest), repairs to the
rectory are said by bishop Plessis,
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will have to be made.
“Furthermore, you will have to

find means of adequate entire tithe is due not only to a the start. He succeeded where missions of its own with branch  Rev. Adrien Leclerc 173(151332
sustenance for a missionary residentpastor but also to one who others met rebuffs. Although chapels at Van Buren and French- Rev.Joseph Paguet ;92-1798
whom I intend to send, and you serves them on the missionary young, (he was 28 at the time of ville. 'I‘hg fqrmer, St. .Bruno, Rev.Franc!s Clqgart 1 -1802
will have to show more zeal circuit. We can require the set- his appointment), Marcoux seems received its first pastor in 1838 Rev. Francis Vezmla }ggg-wm *
toward your religion.” Hott, who tlers to pay us the tithe to the tohave had the personality to deal and the latter. Ste. Luce, received  Rev. Joseph Dortva 1804:1807 ‘
was the second pastor to reside chapel or mission in which no with the traditional St. John its own pastor in 1843. Rev.Charles Hott ol ‘
here, was, at this time, pulled pastoral visit occurs. It isn’t the Valley independence. : Rev. Michel-Aug. Amyo! 808-1810 ‘
back to the province of Quebec bishop’s intention to force the It was during his administration The diocese of Quebec ceased to Rev. Jean-Bte. Kelly :810-1813 )
where he was assigned the Indians to pay for this chapel.” that the parish then received its afimnnx;ter the area dlrgctly as Rev.l,ou!s Raby 1813-1818 ‘
pastorship at Rimouski. To Vezina, Plessis wrote in 1802, first assistant pastor. Rev. Andre blshopnvcs were set up in Ne_w Rev. Louis MargOL;X i -1818— ‘
Two years later, the bishop ‘‘asthe inhabitants of Madawaska Toussaint Lagarde, also a young qunswn_ck in the 18408_and in R?V.Toussamt e la Garde ¢
announced the appointment of a have shown so little honesty priest, (26) concerned himself Maine in 1855._ To this day, 1821’ A _ : St :
new resident pastor while in- towards you...they do not merit largely with the education of hqwever, the parishes are rep]ete Re».r\fhvchel ngugtg iy |
sisting that the rectory must be that you visit them this year.”” youth and care of Indians. with pastors whose edgcatlopal Rev. bhe—S_ylves. Sirois - i |
made ‘‘warm and habitable’’ and In the letter ordering Dorval’s The pair seemed to have worked background if not their native Rev. Merqlgr : 18?1-1 : :
that a party of men be sent out of reassignment from St. Andre in well with Marcoux, that is, when background, reaches to Quebec. Rev. An‘tomc;angevm ;gggiggg |
Riviere des Caps on the St. 1806, the itinerant missionary to we contemplate the fact the Rev.McGu‘xr A ‘
Lawrence ‘‘to guide him through St. Basile was told to inform his Marcoux was the first to maintain It was 147 years aft_er settlement Rev. Doucct‘(tsc e,
the portage and help him carry his parishioners that they would have a pastorship lasting five years. that the mothgr parish of the St. Rev. Duga_l‘csc 1875:1876
effects.” a replacement for their pastor, Legarde, who established the John Valley finally came to be RCV.COTd](..I‘ e i
J.B. Kelly, the young priest, “but that if you continue to fight first ‘‘Academie” here in 1817, entrusted to one of the Valley’s Mgr. Thomas Barry V. 1 -
however, met with disap- among yourselves he (the pastor) succeeded Marcoux to the natives. Out of 25 pastors who Mg‘r_Ls.Napoleon Duga e san
pointment, finding inadequate will be removed from them.”’ This pastorship. Marcoux was called have headed the mother parish in V.G. e 1 ‘1929_
provisions here to sustain him however, may apply more to the onto larger fields at St. Joseph de its nearly 200 years, only the last Rev Joseph-Paul Levesque
through the winter. While Kelly’s home parish of St. Andre than the Maskingogne in the upper St. three have been .Vallpy nat!ves — 1932 A o P
appointment as pastor of St. missionary field of St. Basile, but Lawrence and here the parish the Rev. Benjamin Saindon, R(’V.B‘Lnjamm aidon 19;18—1972
Basile held to 1810, Plessis or- the situation in one place had settled intoits years permanence. Monsignor Ernest Lang and the Mgr. E,_rnest Lang e
dered the young pastor to a consequence on the other. The 1820s and 30s were periods Rev. Rino Albert. Rev. Rino Albert E

temporary post in Quebec so he
could winter the cold season in a
suitable fashion.

Plessis re-iterated his concern
in his third pastoral letter on the
same subject. In his letter of 1811,
he ‘“‘deplored their indifference
and the lack of zeal shown in the
practice of religion.”” Naming five
of the six missionaries who
preceeded the current pastor, the
; stated that they met

Cn’y on

letters.
In response to Paquet’s inquiry,
Plessis (1792) stated that, ‘“The

When a replacement was found
for Dorval’s mission, the new
pastor, Hott, was to tell his
parishioners that they would have
to beef up their support since the
bishop intended to send a pastor of
“frail health and in need of good
lodging and healthful nourish-
ment.”

The story must have sounded
like an old song when in 1811
Monsignor Plessis wrote to Raby
that the construction of the church
at St. Basile caused him much
worry (beaucoup de tracas)
the people are ill-

e 30-year

The Rev. Marcoux, a native of
Beauport, Quebec, apparently hit
it off well with the settlers from

of expansive growth for the
Madawaska settlement. In Sirois’
administration. St. Basile opened

List of Pastors
of St. Basile







