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By Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - Monseigneur
Ernest Lang of St. Basile has
recently announced the publica-
tion of two more volumes of an
eight volume series dealing with
St. JohnValley Genealogy. The
following commilinique  was
received by the society:

Fifth Meefing
0f St. Francis
Blue Bells Held

ST. FRANCIS - The fifth
meeting - of the St. Francis Blue
Bells 4-H Club was held at the
home of Mrs. Beckey Henderson
Miss Nicki Connors called the
meeting to order. Reports were
given by Holly Henderson and
Susie Pelletier.

The girls decided to have a

'Repertory of Mariages of the
Parishes of the Upper Saint John
Valley of Maine and New Bruns-
wick (Diocese of Edmundston,

N,B, and Parts of Aroostook
County): A Master Work of
Reverend Father Henri Langlois,
OFM.

The task of research, compila-
tion and classification of the
marriages ofthe above mentioned
regionisthe work ofthe Revérend
Henri Langlois, Franciscan, and
former chaplain of the Peoples'
Benevolent Hospital, Fort Kent,
Maine, 1960-1967.

The publication of this gigantic
repertory, consisting of several

volumes is headed toward com- -

pletion. Four volumes have
already been published, while
others are in preparation.

Each volume contains appro-
ximately four to five thousand
marriages, comprising a broad
range of documentation on the
subject of Valley marriages,
designating place, date and
parents of each such couple.

Without a doubt inevitable errors
may have slipped by owing to the
immensity of the documentation
that had to be consulted, to say
little of the required deciphering
of some more ancient documents,
all making the task of nutting
together a genealogy ofthis type
2 phenomenalwork. There were

some incomplete and even
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missing documents that had to be
dealth with, making the task all
the more difficult,

The marriages have been
catalogued alphabetically as in a
dictionary, Here, then is a
listing of the volumes already
published:

Volume I: (A and B), This
volume contains all the marriages
of the families with surnames
beginning with the letters A .and
B.

Volume II: (C and D) This
volume contains all the marriages
of the families with surnames
beginning with the letters C and
D.

Volume III: (E~F-G-H-I-]-K)
This volume contains all the
marriages of the families with
the letters E-F-G-H-1-]-K.

Volume IV: (In Preparation )
This volume will contain the
marriages of the families with
surnames beginning with the
letter L. Itisstill in preparation,
Numerous corrections required
inthe compilation of this volume
have retarded its publication.

Volume V: (M-N-O) This
volume contains the marriages
of the heads of families with
surnames beginning with the
letters M-=-N-O.

Et Voila! If the work of editing
this repertory have proven gigan-
tic, the work of publication is
colossal!l

Given that the publication of
these volumes of genealogy has
been undertaken solely to com=
plete a work of a late departed
friend and historian, and not for
profit, the cost of each volume
has been fixed at $10-this being
a minimal contribution for such
a major work,

Two New Genealogy
Yolumes Published

These volumes are for sale at
the residence of Msgr. Ernest
Lang, Route Transcanadienne,
St. Basile, N,B,, Canada."

Begging the Monseigneur's leave
now, Ishall illustrate the type of
chartsthat is will be possible to
draw by those who possess said
volumes:

for the

Theres no place like

Va"e«tmofors

on a'73 Pontiac!

Valley Motors, Inc.
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
second article in a series by Guy
Dubay.onRev. Henri Langlois and
his masterwork, a genealogy of
the St. John Valley.)

The Lifestyle of a Valley

Genealogist
(Being a Biography of Fr. Henri

Langlois, a visitor who wrote
about us, )

by Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - Friar Langlois
was first of all a missionary, with
all that the term implies ~ an
adventurer? yes! an idealist?
perhaps! a realist? of course! a
man of emotion? surely! Im-
prisoned by the Japanese during
the Second World War, he in-
cessantly manifested his Chris~
tianity by speaking no ill of his
captors, Whenever you could
get him to speak on the subject
of his seventeen years on the
Japanese Islands, his words belied
the love that hehad for those

people.

"I've never learmed to write
Japanese well, "he would say,
"my brush strokes always look as
if they had beendrawnby a child,
but I do read and speak the
language fluently," He'd go on
explaining the advantages.of an
ideographically written language
like Japanese over the photo-
graphic techniques of the west.

Those of us who got to know
him during his seven yeas as
chaplain of Peoples Benevolent
Hospital in Fort Kent remember
vividly the robust, bearded friar
looming like an image out of the
middle ages. But the bushy grey
beard, it turned out, was only a
cover for deep facial lacerations
received in torture as a prisoner
of war.

Beyond first impressions, under-
neath the woolen cassock, beat
the heart of the man and priest,
like Christ, a true revolutionary.
"No, No, I amnot for violence, "
he'd say, "but this I know; for
Quebec toreachits potential, it
will have to work by itself." Out
of the desire to help his beloved
Quebec, will come in the months
ahead, the man's most enduring
work, a Genealogy of the St. John
Valley. :

"The French people in the
States, all are lost to the English, "
he would say, "but Quebec, we
mightstillsave! Youhere in the
Valley still speak French, and
this is beautiful," he'd go on,
"but it can't last for long-- a
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generation at most, perhaps.
The American influences are toc
powerful to be resisted any longer,
Your television, your schools;
your economics, all are English.
And it won't be long that your
Robert Leblanc's and Jos Vaillan-
court's will become yourBob
White's and Joe Smart's.

He somehow never bought my
melting pot theory of America
(taught to me in my Senior
Problems of Democracy class.)
He died never quite believing
that I could maintain my French-
ness while living in America.
'"But the constitition was designed
for tolerance" I'd say. "The
writers of your constitutionwere
English!" he'd retort., "Oh, I
know, " I'd answer, '"But those
boys meeting in Philadelphia did
something very unEnglish, --wrote
a document of tolerance!
“InAmerica, "I'd argue on, "the
English designed a country where
one could be French and A merican
simultaneously, Why, all over
the country one could find mino-
rities each rising to express their
unique culture while remaining
faithful to A merica."

"You tell that to your Negroes,"
he'd retort, "or tell that to the
Neishi out in California, or even
toyourIndians! Tolerance, hell,
that is not the America [ read
about in your newspapers. If you
really want to know a country,
read its,press, and your constitu-
tionis not what I see reflected in
your newspapers. You are a white
niggerin America as long as you
remain French, In Quebec, you
might come onto your own, butin
the States, never!"

"Quebec?" I'd ask, "Quebec?
Quebec couldn'tsurvive by ifself.
The American economy dom-
inates Canada. Quebec doesn't
have a viable economy alone,
look at your unemployment!"

"Oh, it would take suffering at
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first" hed go on, "but OQuebec
would rise above the chaos, There
is enough spirit in the French
ethnic to make them rise!"

"Spirit?'"I'd counter,‘the French
spirit? There is too much disunity

among the French torise as a
people! If you were speaking of
the’ Jews now, I'd say yes, they
and the Chinese have a long
history to unite them, but the
French? What is French history?
Civil strife, litigation, that is
all., The French need a leader to
unite them. They work well
under a Napoleon or Louk XIV or
a DeGaulle, but where are they
in the meantime? Don't talk to
me about French Spirit!’

"Well you're leaving out re-
ligion, " the Friar would say.
"The Church has been the force
of the French, and that's the
problem with your American
Constitution. It's a godless
constitution! It tries to tolerate
all, hence it has no motive force,
Look at any Arabic constitution,
in the very first paragraph you
rzad referencestoAllah, That is
the force that overcomes their
disunity, andthat is what we can
have in Quebec. But you, you
are a people dedicated to all gods,
and hence to no God,What
powers canyou have over human
destiny?

"No, Quebec would have to do
it on its own, and all its expa-
triates in Maine, Connecticut and
Rhode Island would be lost to the
cause. At best, they might serve
as foreign allies for Quebec, but
mostly they were lost..." he'd
say.

My high schoolish concept of
America never found fruit with
him, I know, but still we remain
friends. I was seeking to learn
what it meant to be French in
America, and his thoughts
merited debate, It was but an
adolescent search for self iden-

Lifestyle

tity that brought me to the study
of genealogy. James Baldwin
had said in his Fire Next Time
that it was only by knowing
where one had been could a man
know where he was heading!

Self identity is the handmaiden
of all local history. It is usually
a soul search that sends one to
musty archives in search of his
ancestors. Father Langlois was
an expert at this type of search-
ing. As a young priest he had
gone through the same soul
gearch, and had ended up with
150, 000 file cards of the mar-
iages around St, Jean d'Iberville
inQuebec in hisnative Richelieu
Valley. (His mother bore an
Acadianname and somehow that
bothered him. )

We joked about his "Mechani-
cal System that operates only
manually" - an ingenious device
that helps distinguish one "Jean
Baptiste Cyr'" from 30 other
"] e an Baptiste Cyms." Simply,
each J.B, Cyris always paired
off with his spouse, and is so
filed, "In making genealogies, "
he told me with a chuckle, "one
must seek out women, " for only
through the spouse do we distin-
guish JeanDaigle the father from
Jean Daigle the son. '"In genea-
logy, priests and nuns don't
count (another chuckle), but il
faut chercher la femme."

I suspected he was a bit disap~
pointed whenIdid just that;
"chercher la femme," He per-
haps envisioned me with a ton-
sure and cassock, but two years
later I introduced him to my
fiancee and yet anothertwo years
to my infantson. But he was
happy that I had married among
my own.

"Bicultural marriages have less
chance of being successful, " he'd
assert, reaffirming some of his
very potent prejudices.

(Continued Next Week)




ST. JOHN VALLEY TIMES

Madawaska, Maine

OCTOBER 12, 1972 2!

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
third in a series of articles by
GuyDubay on Fr. Henri Langlois

and the genealogy of the St.
John Valley that he compiled. )
By Guy Dubay
MADAWASKA - Why
any one undertake to publish a
work as obscure as a Genealogy
of the St. John River Valley?
What motive force would stand

would

the long hours of compiling and
editing the mass of this Valley's
archives?

Langlois, it's been suggested,
was a missionary and a revolu-
tionary—that, with the love of
Quebec, begins to explain the
matter, but let's continue the
dialogue we started last week—
allto explain the mind of a man
crucial to our
future,

Icansee now that in debate my
naivity must have shown through,
but he admired that. He loved
youth's idealism. '"When we get
old, we get mean, " he'd tell me
paternistically. "We
scheming and plotting., Butyouth
is truly dedicated. Look at the
church,

local history's

learn

It's not the young that
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are dissatisfied with it, It's the
middled-aged. The young do
not mind being asked to wear
cassocks, it's the middle aged
that have growntired ofthe habit.
You can ask anything of youth,
they'd

didn't

wear hair shirts if we

them.

stop

idealists and are tolerant ofsuf-
middle-aged

fering. It's the
that grow tired of sacrifice.

have

"We older churchmen

growntired, and are seeking
cuts to heaven, I.don't know if
God will give us our just due.
Giving sacrilege tothe young can
all, Don't let these

changes in the church fool you.

damn us

Done in the name of youth, they
are really the province of old
men, Youth
forthright in its idealistic way.
We areschemers. We get our way
under guise of youth's needs.
This is why youthful endeavours
seem so shaby and misdirected,
because the are forward. They
are not shrouded under cover of
gile and deceit.. This is why you
fight, Youth fights, butold men
plot,"

Applying his own words to him,
ulterior motives seem to be the

is ever direct and

key to it all, and despite my
incompetence at debating with
him, I could sense the motive
behind the work. His prejudices
shone through at first. He had
come to Fort Kent to Quebécize
us all!

Ohyes, there were the churchly
matters, and these were of prime
concern, He'd come to minister
the sick. To preach the faith a
little too—but also to rest, to
write and lastly to Quebecize—
this last, mostly in the fashion
of a hobbyist.

"Japan," he once told me, "left
I'm not

me a bit too oriental.
good anymore to lead in Quebec.
They put me in as pastor in my
native valley of the Richeliey,
after the war, after I recovered
from mystay in the missions. But
I wasn't good at it, I was ex
hausted, and my mind was still
too oriental to be effective. I
had a stroke. I needed to slow
down.

UL ad cones mncal shae walas

Yet, at home if I would preach
tolerence, it was my brothersin
the church who felt threatened.
Could I, who had suffered baptism
by blood now
worthy of

become more
holding the pastorate

A

that they aspire to? My cries for
1
I

+

the very role I had played. It
Begrud®

gingly, mybrothers in the church

was a ticket to honors!

wished me well!

'But now, in retirement, I can
speak my piece., Eveh my
superior, the provincial, seeks

my advice, In retirement, I no

longer pose a threat to his office,
hence he

listen, , , and that

feels compelledto
is what is to
plague you in the years ahead,
my young man, so long as you're
physically capable of being a
missionary, you'll not be heard
because your very mission poses
a threat to others. But,
you're incapacitated like me,

once

once you are removed from the
hustle for offices, the very same
words you might have spoken as
a youth will gain an element of
wisdom-and you will be heard, "

Oh, how quickly our dialogue
had turned into monologue, but
right then it was still my turn to
listen. "Someday, you too shall
gain a voice.” Only those no
longer climbing get heard, Pope
John and I can thenspeak the
same piece, He, becausehe is on
top of it all, and I, because I
was no longer a threat to my
brethren's plans. Only then, Guy
will you really be heard,"

"This is why I am happy here
in Fort Kent, From here where
I pose no threat to my brothers,
I can be heard. From here,
outside of Quebec, I am in my
1 know

best place to help her.
that eventually I am to retum

More On The Langlois
Genealogy Of The Valle

home, but it is here in exile that Et Voila! Pour le Quebec, on
I must do for the French my great

deed!"

publie!
(Continued next week)
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
fourth article in a series by Guy

Langlois,

Dubay on Rev.

St. John
Valley and the distinctive set of
phi-
i l=

ppiniors that formed the

Jophical rationale for
ing the mammoth work, )

MADAWASKA - Friar Langlois
once the
government as an

described American

albatross.

Americars, he said, can work
wonders -- once they set their
mindto do something, But that

is the crux of it ally they
such a large body with so many
divergent views that they almost

are

severset their minds on a commeor

"Take
example, "
Canadians had long ago beén

the Dickey Dam for

he'd tell me, "we
ready to cooperate, but the A mer-
jeanpolitical machinery was too
slow, Congress is
some, Andyoucouldn't make up

too cumber-

yourown mind, Sowein Quebec
have had to go at it alone. We
have built our own hydroelectric
projects in Northern Quebec.

We can't wait for the American
government to make up its mind.
That's why we in Qui
succeed where you can't, We can
What
youA mericans have as 4 common
goal is to be different from each

¢ can

acton owr common goals!

other, This you have said your~
self, mon cher Monsieur, You
want tobe a group of French here,
agroup of Poles there, a group of
Sloveks at another plac®, and
together that makes America!
But it doesn't work unless youhave
a crisis to unite you, Wein
Quebec have a faith that binds
w ~ you, you must realize on a
threat or crisis to pool you to-
gether — otherwise, you let the
Engliskt dominate. "

Pmnot altogether sure of that!
Isee now that the Quebecois who
sought allies for Quebec solely
onhis terms, was not at times as
fgnorant himselfas he accused vs
ofbeing, Telling usthat we were
unaware of our own past, that we
did not really know what it meant
tobe Acadian, he told us that our
French past should link us to the
present cause, Clearly, he songht
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a New France in America - but
not with an Acadian slant!

Our speech, the Quebecois
sometimes say, is woodsy! "You
are the spoilers of the language
"~ Vous etes des
Brayons,' Allthis, little realizing

they tell us
that their French, the language
ofVoltaire, indicates theirorigins
in Normandy and Ile de France,
My French, that of Montaigne and
Rabelais two hundred years earlier
is that of the south, like An-

goumois, where the Violette

family of this valley came from,

Quebec's impression of our
French is still the same old Ri-
chelieu pronouncement being
played over and overs "Langue

d'oil shall be the domain of

I'Academie, Langue d'oc shall

rbarians!"

be relegated to the

Oh, Langlois, ChQuebec, know
you not the diversity of our own
French Nation!

By 1965, Father Langlois had

visited most of the parish archives

inthe upper St. John Valley. He

needec bind our records with

those of Quebec, Hence he sought
geneological comrades who

Thus in
of that year, [ drove

out
might help in the quest.
Septe mber
himto St. Alexandre de Kamou~
raska and

Rimouski, Quebec

where we sought out L'abbe Ar-
mand Proulx and L'abbe A.A . de~
Champlain, researcher in their
own right,

At Rimouski, Langloishelped
me feel current Quebec thinking.
There was of course ayeiled touch
of nationalisniin all we met, not
out of separatism, but out of a
sense of pride of having grown out
of the Duplessis era into a new
b

age. LeSage was a big mname
to speak out with pride - but
mostly this trip brought the
recognition that for every man,
the center of the univere rests
in his own heart.

1 knew from

“the Valley" was all that matters

y experience that

inlife, and it was my hub of the

1

universe — just like I read inthe

Boston about Boston

being the hub!

newspapers

So it came as a shock to me to
learn that Rimouski too was the
hub of the universe, the center of
progress and development, Here,
Briand was the name to  ka-tow
to, and a brand new prelate, Msgr
Parent had been named co-adjutor
to the See with right to succession
~ all events filled with great
potential.

The rub of it all was to leamn
that Rimouski was "where it's at"
and that Fort Kent, or wherever
you (meaning us) come from, was
set somewhere beyond the hills,
yet out on the "frontier"!

In being gracious we extended

our hospitality like theyhad
extended theirs to us. And the
Quebecois retort came: "Vous

etes tres gentils, mais onn'as
pas grands occasions a aller aux
frontieres!" Imagine, people a
hundred and fifty miles cloger to
us  cultured

Labrador calling

Americans, hicks - frontiersmen!

American Government
An Albatross

Oh yes, how can you keep ti- YAn adventurer? yes.. 3 man with a mission!
Guyback on farm, after he's seén Realist? of coume, Vive l'eglise, vive Ia fraternite
Rimouski! (Sorry about that emotion? surely." But fisst of all des hommes. Vive le Quebec!

Montrealess. ) HOUSE fOR SAl_E

Onthe return trip, Langlois made
IN PLAISTED

it all the worse, Whenexplajning ’
-
/

my point of view to him, he said
¢ ]

earlier,
a man of

that the above commentaries |
were merely typical Quebec ploys
to be taken with a grain of salt;

but that we people ofthe Valley |
did not think in Quebecois fashio
YAt times the Quebec speech is
brusque, " he said, "and half of

what is said, is said in jest, But
youA cadians are overly sensitive.
Yousuffer from a grave inferiority
complex. You have no faith in
your Frenchness, You are like the
orientals that I knew who apol- § $10, 000 - Partly Furnished
Write to: Bob Levasseur

Box 168, Mapleton, Maine 04757

e P

ogized for beir

in hopes that their partnerin

dialogue would counter in a way

to boost them up, The g

not [

Quebec, YouAca

been beatendogs., and you con-

tinue pls g the mercy seeking

role, But thatwon't work. ., not

in occidental culture.
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poor ™o

"You come to Quebec and

apologize for

French, so

speaking

laughed at.

- g

w f—
: a NALEAU S 4
! / SEPTIC SERVICE

you get

Acconding to our rules,

counter insult with insult, not with

you

a woebegotten flight from your
assailant. Butno, you apologize,
And apologizing makes you hate

your French, so you try to become
English and that's where you really

Have your Septic Tank cleaned NOW!
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jcans, that's why I say you are 24 - HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

lost tothe French cause in A mer- * % % Xx *x X X X

SERVICING CANADIANS ALSO!
Normsan Nadeau, prop., Frenchville

543-7563

getlaughed at. But#ftrangely you
take it, Come on, wake up, are

you French. No, you are Amer-

ica. Your onlyhope now is to at
least live sympathetically to the
Quebec cause while not being part
of it,

Such was the heart of the man ~ |

let repeat

me what I've said

how oil heat can give you
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