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BY GUY DUBAY
St. John Valley Farmers
Organize
MADA WA SKA - One would
e xpect to read such a headline
in today's mnewspaper, or in the
latest University of Maine Exten-
sion reports, but some Valley
farmers saw the need to organize
~ well over a hundred years ago.
If the Valley Times had been
published at that time, the
editor could well have headed
the last issue of February, 1870,
with the line "Valley Farmers
Form Agricultural Society. "

During my recent stay at the
University of Maine at Orono, I
made it a point of looking up
old laws of Maine to see what
might turn up in the area of St.
JohnValley history that had been
re c orded but forgotten,
interesting to learn that the
successful farmers of the last

It was

century saw the same need to
organize inways that today's
farmers do.

Here is what we find in the
Laws of Maine in 1870:

Chapter 375

An Act to incorporate St. John
Valley Agricultural Society.

Be itenacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled, as fol-
lows:

Sect. 1, William Dickey,
W.C. Hammond, George Seely,
Martin Savage, J.C. Miller,
A.S. Richards, Charles Farrell,

Julius Ouellet, C.R. Sirois, J.J.
Wheelock, Denis Cyr, Louie
Cormier, Rame Plourde, Jr.,
Firmin Cyr, J.B. Fournier, Levi
Sears, John Farrell, Belony
Violet, Samuel Stevens, their
associates and successors, and
they are hereby created a body
corporate, By the name of the
St. John Agricultural Society,
to embrace the territory of the
representative district on the St,
John River in the County of
Aroostookwith power to sue and
be sued, to have and use a com-
mon seal, to make by-laws and
regulating for management of
their affairs, not repugnant to the
laws of this state.

Sec. 2, Said society is estab-
lishe d within and for the towns
of Fort Kent,
Madawaska,
plantations of Hamlin, Van
L etter L, townships of

Dickeyville ,
Grand Isle and

Buren,

Farmers Organize

Wallagrass, Eagle Lake, St.
John, St. Francis plantation, in
the County of Aroostook, and
may take and hold property, real
and personal, not exceeding ten
thousand dollars, to be applied
to the advancement of agricul-
ture and mechanic arts.

Sect. 3, Said society shall
have all the powers and privi=-
leges, and be subject to all the
liabilities and restrictions speci-
fied in the several sections of the
eighty=-second chapter of the
revised statutes.

Sect. 4, The first meeting of
said society shall be called by
any twopersons named in the first
section of this act, in such man-
ner as they may determine,
stating the time and place of
me eting, at which meeting the
officers of said society shall be
chosen, and such other proceed-
ings had for a full and complete

organization, as a majority of
the members may determine.
Approved February 26, 1870
It would be interesting to fol-
low thisupwith a study of efforts
and accomplishments of this,
our first Valley Farmers Organiza-
tion. Time did not permit me to
do this, but perhaps one of our
Valley students at Orono may
find further facts this fall, We
at Madawaska Historical Society,
would welcome and publish any
new  finding any one might dis-
cover concerning the St. John
Valley Agricultural Society.
Next week we'll have more on
early farmers' organizations. 'Til

then, au revoir.
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By Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - Last week, we
reported to you the finding of the
fact ‘that our Valley farmers
learned over a hundred years ago,
thebenefits of forming an organ-
ization for '"the advancement of
agriculture and mechanic arts."

Apparently that organization
met with some early success for
in the following year, in 1871,
the state. legislature increased
the membership of the original
group.

Let me now.quote to you this
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act and tee render some com-
ments on this society's member-
ship.

CHAPTER 646

An Act to amend "an act to
incorporate the St. John Agricul-
tural Society," Be it enacted by
the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in Legislature assem-
bled, as follows:

Sect. 1. Section one of "an act
to incorporate the St. John Agri-
cultural Society," is hereby a-
mended, by inserting after the
names of persons in said section
the following names, namely:
'Registe Daigle, Romaine Cyr,
Dennis Cyr, Gilbert Picard, John
Picard, Augustine Daigle, Fred-
erick Thibodeau, Severe Vio-
lette, Abraham Dubay, Joseph
Dubay, James Keegan, Thomas
Keegan, and P, C, Keegan.'

Sect. 2. Section four of said

act, is also amended, by adding

after the word "act" in the sec-
ond line, the words 'as amended'
so that said section shall read as

follows:
Sect. 4. The first meeting of
said society shall be called by

the

first section of this act, ‘as a-

any two persons named in

mended, in such manner as they
may determine, stating the time
and place of meeting, at which
meeting the officers of said so-
ciety shall be chosen, and such
other proceedings had for a full
and complete organization as a
majority of the members may
determine. '

The names mentioned in this
and last week's article are inter-
esting in that all were farmers
and most were the leaders in their
respective communities. Sever-
aleven served in the state legis-
lature.

William Dickey mentioned last

Early Farmers
Group Successful

weekwas the pesweménl represent-
ative who earned the title "Duke
of Fort Kent. "

George Seely and Levi Sears are
other names with which Fort Kent
historians are familiar. Il
Wheelock left his name to
Wheelock brook in St. John,

W. C. Hammond lived in Ham-
lin and his family left their name
throughout the Van Buren area ,
notably, Hammond Brook, Ham-
and Allendale,
named after his son, Allen Ham-
mond.

A. S. Richards was an early
businessman in Fort Fairfield and
Van Buren. In 1870 the govern-
ment hired him to take the U. S,
Census in this area.

John Farrell, (1832, 1881) rep-
resented Van Buren in the legis-
1878, 1879, 1880.

mond Hotel,

latures of

Belony Violette (1817-1879) w
a county commissioner in 18!
and a representative in 1867,

Louis Cormier (1818-1912) w:
our first registrar of deeds
1844, James Keegan (1803- 189;
alsobecame a registrar of deeds
was a county sheriff and a com
missioner.

P. C. Keegan (1850-1‘,?31}}1.
son, was a legislator for nin
terms and Keegan, part of Va
Buren,is named after him.

Abraham Dubay (1804-1888
and Joseph Dubay (1835-1902)
father and son, lived where St
Joseph Church
stands.

Regis Daigle (1808-1880) livec
in Frenchville and had many de-

in Hamlin now

cendents who now live from
Madawaska to Eagle Lake. Ro-
main and Dennis Cyr were prom-
inent in St. David parish.

So we can see that early St.
John Valley farmers saw fit to
look beyond their town or parish
lines and discovered that valley-
wide co-operation could work to
the benefit of all.

Will tell you more about early
Farmers' Organizations again next
week. Till then au revoir,
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By Guy Dubay
MADAWA SKA
headline for our Timesof1887,

-== This is our

for in that year the Van Buren
Agricultural Society was formed.
(No, Folks, Forrest Rahrig wasn't
around here either, I assure you!)

The names in this column may
be familiar to some of you as
names of your grandparents or
your great grand parents though.

Let us go to the task at hand.
We quote this time from the Laws
of Maine, 1887.

Chapter 110

An Act to incorporate the Van
Buren Agricultural Society.

Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representative in
Legislature assembled, as follows:

Sect. 1. Thomas Smith,. Joseph
Dubay, Xavier Cyr, Simeon Cyr,
John Avyotte, John Parent, Tho-

phile Parent, Cyrille Parent,

Vincent Paradis, Thomas Keegan,
Thomas Sirois, junior, Joseph
Fournier, Joseph Lapierre, Belo-
nie Cyr, Severe Violette, Am-
broise Violette, Severin Violette,
Remi Cyr, Napoleon LeVasseur,
XavierS. Violette, Louis Dione,
John Ayotte, and GermainBerube,
their associates, and successors
be and are hereby created a body
corporate, by the. name of the
Van Buren Agricultural Society,

with all the powers and privileges,
and subject to all of the liabilities
imposed upon such corporations
by the laws of this state.

Sect. 2. Said society is
established within and for the
town of Van Buren, and the
plantations of Hamlin, Cym,
Connor, and Caswell, and may
take and hold property, real and
personal, not exceeding ten
thousand dollars, in value, for
the use, purposes and benefits
of said society.

Sect. 3. Said society is also
authorized to make any by-laws
and regulations for the manage~
ment of its affairs, not repugnant
to the laws of the state.

Sect. 4. The first meeting of
said society shall be called by
Thomas Smith, Thomas Sirois,
junior, and Severe Violette, or
any two of them, by giving seven
days previous written or verbal
notice to each of the other persons
named in this act, of the time
and place of holding said meet-
ing, at which meeting all pro-
ceeding may be had for a full
and complete organization of said
society.

Approved February 17, 1887

We don't know how long or how
effective this society was, but
we'll hazard a guess that it was

1887 Agricultural
Society Formed

this society that sponsored the
1905 visit of William Cody
(Buffalo Bill) Wild West Show.
But, then, folks, this is pure
conjecture.

For next week we've saved t
last write-up on the ninetee:
century Agricultural Societi
that one founded in 1899, so
then- au Rewoir.
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By Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - Scoop of 1899
Madaw aska Farmers Unify!

The Laws of Maine will again
yield to us another story of Val-
ley groups forming agricultural
societies. This, our last one on
this subject, will show us that
with time a new generation
comes around to take up the
function of the previous one.

You will .note that none of the
corporators of this society were
part of the original Society
formed in 1870, "The times,
they are changing," even in

times long gone by,
That 1899 law we now quote:
Chapter 44
An Act to incorporate the Ma-

Madawa

daw aska Agricultural Society. Be
itenacted by the Senate and'
House of Representatives in Le-
gislature assembled, as follows:
Section 1. John Cyr, Joseph
Pelletier, Arthur Daigle, Charles
Dufour, Alexis Dufour, Joseph
Daigle, Ubald Dufour, Alexis
Cyr, Eloi Albert, David Dufour,
Ubald Daigle, Regis Hebert,
and their associates, successors
and assigns, be and hereby are
made a body politic and corpo-
rate by the name of Madawaska
Agricultural Society, with its
principal place of business loca-
ted at Madawaska, in'the county
of Aroostook and state of Maine,
for the purpose of promoting and
improving generally agriculture,
horticulture, stock raising,
breeding and raising of all ani-
the mechanic arts and
manufactures connected there-
with, Said corporation shall
have the power to make such by
laws and regulations, not con-
sistent with the constitution and
laws of the state of Maine as it

mals,

vided by section nineteen of said
- Chapter fifty-eight shall be ap-

ska Historical Society

may deem necessary, for the
management of its affairs and in
general shall have and exercise
all the powers and privileges in-
cident and generally granted to
similar corporations,

Section 2, The capital stock
of said corporation shall not ex-
ceed the sum of one thousand
dollars, and shall be fixed at the
first meeting of the corporation,
and may be there after incre ased
to a sum not exceeding said sum
of one thousand dollars, shall be
divided into shares of one dollar
each.

Section 3, Said corporation
shall have power to hold by pur-
chase, lease, devise, bequest,
or gift real estate not exceeding
in value, exclusive of improve-
ments, the sum of eight hundred
dollars, and personal property
not exceeding in value the sum
of five hundred dollars.

Section 4. Said corporation
shall have all the police powers
together with all other powers
and privileges, at all its exhibi-
tions of what ever kind, which
are conferred upon agricultural
societies by sections sixteen,
seventeen, and efghteenof chap-
ter fifty-eight of the revised sta-
tutes, and any amendments
thereof and additions thereto:
and the prohibitions, restrictions
and forfeitures and penalties pro-

plicable to all exhibitions of the
corporation,
Section 5. The first meeting

Scoop Of 1899
Farmers Unify

of said corporation may be called
by written notice thereof, signed
by any corporator therein named,
served upon. each corporator by
giving him the same in hand, or
by leaving the same at his last
and usual place of abode seven
days at least before the time of
meeting.

Section 6. This act shall take

:ffect when approved.

Approved February 21, 1899

Having come to the end of this
series on Agricultural Societies,
the M ad aw aska Historical So-
ciety would like to offer to any
group interested in publishing
their charters so as to show their
historic import, this forum will
be made available to them.
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By Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - This
have been the mid-winter head-
line of an 1883 St. John Valley
TIMES had Forrest Rahrig been
around with his paper-but his

could

| son, Eddie, assures me that his

Farmers Re-Organize

dad is definitely not that old!

In any case, it seems that the
St. John Agricultural Society
which saw incorporation in 1870
and 1871 was re-organized in
1883.
the 70's served to re-stimulate

Perhaps the depression of

the farmers into valley-wide co-
operation.

Thebanding of farmers togeth-
er into a common cause is very
reminiscent of our St. John Val-
ley Soil Conservation District,
today. The purposes of each or-
ganization might be as different
as the times they represented.
We can see, the object of this
second farmers' organization as
it is listed in the law quoted be-
low.

From the Laws of Maine, 1883
we quote:

CHAPTER 251

An Act to incorporate the
Madawaska Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Society.

Be it enacted bythe Senate and
House of Representatives in Leg-
islature assembled, as follows:

Sect. 1. Alexis Cyr, Charles
Morneault, Remi Plourd, Dennis
Cyr, Thibodeau, Cook
Hammond, Charles Farrell, Jos-

Regis
eph Martin, Xavier Cyr, Peter
Charles Keegan, Narcis Dufour,
Luc Albert, Maxime Martin, Jos-
eph Daigle, Gilbert Pickard,
Jean Cyr, Baptiste Fournier, John
A. Nadeau, James W. Bolton,
Peter Gagnon, Alexander Martin,
William Dickey,
Daniel Hafford, Henry Nadeau,
W.M. Cyr,J.]J. Wheelock, Mar-
tin Savage, Cyrille Pelkie, their

Levi Sears,

associates, and as-

signs,
created a corporation by the

successors,
be and they are hereby

name of the Madawaska Agricul=
tural and Horticultural Society,
to be located at Grand Isle and
Madawaska: in the county of A-
roostook, with power by that
name to sue andbe sued, to have
and use a common seal: to make
by-laws and all necessary regu-
lations for the management of
their affairs, not repugnant to the
laws of this state,and to have all
the rights and privileges, and to
be subject to all the liabilities of
similar societies in this state.
Sect. 2. Said society is hereby
established within and for the
towns of Grand Isle, Madawaska ,

Van Buren, Hamlin, Cyr, French-
ville, Fort Kent, St. John, St.
Francis, Wallagrass and Eagle
Lake, and may take and hold
real estate at a cost of five thou-
sand dollars, including grounds
for fairs and race-course, and
personal property to the amount
of 10,000 dollars.

Sect: 3.

said corporation may be called

The first meeting of

by any three of the persons named
in the first section of this act, by
giving such notice of the time,
place and objects thereof, as
they think proper: and as said
corporation may be chosen, and
such other corporative business
done as may be deemed proper.

Sect. 4. This act shall take
effect when approved.

Approved Febrmary 21, 1883.

Fairs were indeed held by this
corporation and some of the older
postcards published in Madawaska
show us a race-course where the
municipal swimming pool and
park are now located.

A third agricultural society was
founded four years later, but that
can keep until next week, can't

it? Till then, au revoir.







