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uest column

by Guy Dubay
Madawaska

The foundations of our modern
history of the St. John Valley were
set between 1910 and 1929 when
the two-party system in Maine was
reborn, when the hydro-power
complexes of the area took nearly
their present form, and the paper
industry, as we know it, came into
being.

When the Rev. Thomas Albert
published his  Histoire de Mada
waska , each of these developments
was 0o current to be “history”.
Accordingly, the succeeding gen-
erations which have relied on
Albert’s work in casting its defini-
tion of Le Madawaska or the St.
John Valley have relied on a defi-
nition that is increasingly out of
date.

Albert does not use the worlds
“Republican” and “Democrat” in
his history of the people of the St.
John Valley, yet the southern shore
residents of “Madawaska” had
acted as “Republicans” and
“Democrats” for nearly three gen-
erations by the time his work was
published.

The Acadians in Maine had in
fact become American. Albert
recognized this in his review of the
land settlement claims that took
place whereinthelastquarterof the
19th century, yet nowhere do we
get reference to political party
postures on the issue. Yet, the issue
contributed to the political stance
taken by the Acadians which would
set them off politically from party
associationsin therestof thecounty.

The Acadians of the St. John
Valley cannot be said to possess
their own history if their actions
and reactions to the political reali-,
ties in which they lived are not
studied, related and made to be
understood.

The problem with history and
historians is that most historians
spend their time reading and quot-
ing each other, but a people like the
Acadians of the St. John Valley go
on to plow new ground.

Thisis what they did when, upon
the arrival of American rail lines,
they went on to organize banks
insurance companies, power com
panies, telephone companies, farm
cooperatives, Newspapers, and to
develop relationships between
themselves and the newly emerg
ing industries. The Acadians,
adopting the services of newly es-
tablished governmental agencies

(NPCA), structured their livesin2
American mold.

As early as 1913 we read c_>f
local businessmen wintering in
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The grist of Acadian history

Miami, Fl. The community leaders
of this century lived in a world far
different from the 19th century il-
lustration of Acadians which come
to us from the hallowed words of
the New England poet who gave us
Evangeline .

Building on the 19th century
works of Rameau de St. Pere and

Henri Casgrain, ethnic leaders of

the late 19th century gave us the
definition of Acadian which Rev.
Thomas Albert settled on in his
Histoire de Madawaska - but the
residents were already moving be-
yond those definitions as they cast
their lives around the new social,
political, and economic structures
that we have inherited from that
period, from 1910 to 1929, upon
which our 20th century institutions
have been cast.

In the Violette family alone, we
now have six generations of
American political heritage. First
was Belonie Violette who served
as County Commissioner in 1856
and State Legislator in 1867;
Frederic Violette, his son, who

represented Van Buren in August
in 1897; Neil Violette, his grandson,
who after serving a term in the
legislature in 1913, went on to be-
come Maine’s Forest Commis-
sioner.

Then, in 1939, we have Vital
Violette who preceded his son
Elmer Violette in State politics and
his grandson, Paul Violette, now in
state government. However, this
American-Acadian history cannot
be found in the basic reference work
whichisstill the authoritative source
around which history courses of the
St. John Valley are structured,
namely Thomas Albert’s 70-year-
old .'Histoire de Madawaska .

The people of the St. John Val-
ley have plowed new ground. Per-
haps our historians are faced with
the old aphormism: "Tu pouras

pas harasser tous ge que j'ai
labouré."”

The historians and teachers
whose responsibility itis todevelop
workable models upon which stu-
dents can test their wings in their
effort at developing their cultural

identity will have to follow the
furrow already plowed by the ex-
perience of the people of this valley
in the 20th century.

The historians will need to go
beyond quoting just each other and
g0 on to create new and original
work based on a massive record of
documentation that is just waiting
to be tapped, studied and analyzed.

Unless this work is done, no
matter how many Acadian flags we
wave, no matter how many parades
we conductincostume, our children
will not discover for themselves a
workable definition of Acadians
that will meet their needs.

In explaining his rationale for
working through the Allagash

Wildemness Waterway Legislation,
Hon. Elmer Violette once said to
me, “What is good for Maine is
goad for the people of the St. John
Valley. When you go to Augusta
and work to help Maine, you can’t
help but help the people of the
Valley.”

Our children, I believe, have a
right to such role models whose
record now provides us the grist of
our own history.




ON MARCH 15, 1831, Governor Samuel Smith, ap-
,ed an unusual act incorporating a township of 4,272
are miles. History now recognizes the State’s ulterior
jve in incorporating Madawaska as a town three and a

! times larger in area than the State of Rhode Island. |
. motive, of course, was a legislative reaction to the de-

on of the King of the Netherlands in arbitrating the
rtheastern Boundary Controversy on Jan. 19, 1831. The
1g had suggested a solution which neither party to the
pute could buy. The fact that the Madawaska settle-
.nt along the St. John River contained enough people to
1 it a town, prompted the State to use this status to

ister its claims in the disputed area.
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The Legislator Who ever Legislaed

Madawaska 'historian, Thomas

ON SEPT. 12,1831, Madawaska
citizens met in Frenchville (at
Raphael Martin’s house) to elect
a representative to the State
Legislature. Eleected was one
Peter (or Pierre) Lizotte, who
neither sought to serve nor did he
ever qualify.

Born at Riviere Ouelle, in the
Province of Quebec on Dec. 23,
1769, he was the son of Jean Bap-
tiste Lizotte and Marie Louise
According to

Albert, Pierre Lizotte was said to

have been the first White resident -

of the future town of Madawaska.

In 1783, as a lad of fourteen, he

apparently lost his- way .in the

forests of Kamouraska, P.Q.,.

w[nere he had been hunting with
his step-brother Pierre Duperre.

Wandering into the Malecite re-
serve of Madouesca, the two '

young men wintered with the In-
dians there. Duperre and Lisotte
then used their knowledge of the
area to set up a tradiing post on
the route, (i.e. the St: “John)
between the British Provinces of
Quebec and Nova Scotia.

WITH ACADIAN settler com-
ing into the area in 1785, Pierre
Lizotte served as a key to engran-
disement of the new colony. His
Quebec link served to bring in the
ensuing years, settlers from that
Province to bolster the rolls of the
12 Acadian families who
pioneerred this area of Maine.

On Oct. 14, 1794, with Pierre
Duperre, his step-brother and
Louis Mercure, an early local
magistrate, as witnesses, Pierre
Lizotte married into the Acadian
family of Marguerite Cyr
(1771-1856). Rev. Francois Ci-
quart, a Sulpician Priest evicted
from France because of the
Revolution there, performed, as
first missionary at St. Basile,
N.B., the nuptial rites. Recoyds
reveal to us that Lizotte and wife

« Lizotte might have had it,

had ssven daughters and
sons, bora between 1794 and

AT THE TIME of his electi
the Legislature in 1831, Pier:® _
Lizotte had come to be recognized _
as an elder or patriarch of sorts
among this isolated Madawaska
people. Many of the older pioneer
settlers of 1785 had long died and
Lizotte at age of sixty-two loomed
as a sort of father figure among
his people. :

Lizotte's disqualification as a
legislator came by virtue of the
fact that in 1832 he wrote Gov-
ernor Smith, at the opening of
“Legislature, a letter declaring
that he, Lizotte, was in fact a
British subject and intended to
remain so. Lizotte stated that he
protested his election to the
Maine Legislature and declared
he had no intention of taking an
oath of allegiance to the United
States. This action perhaps re-
miniscent of the Acadian refusal
in 1713 and 1755 to swear al-
legiance to his Brittanic Majesty,
evidences the fact that a separate
republic of their own was their
hope. That nascent nation,
however, was engulfed by sur-
rounding superpowers, as is the
case with isolated communities
throughout history. The
‘“‘Republic of Madawaska' as’

‘became part of New Brunswick
and Maine:

MADAWASKA THEN had to
wait until after the Webster-
Ashburton Treaty to qualify its
first resident Legislator to the
State of Maine. In 1846 Joseph
Cyr was elected to represent the
northern tier of Aroostook Coun-
ty, and Lizotte who lived to the
Patriarchial age of 85 numbers
among his descendants citizens
of both countries which the large
Madawaska Township. blended
into.

In 1869, the State Legislature,
now recognizing its ulterior
motives in incorporating
Madawaska Township in 1831, ig
nored its earlier action, and in-
corporated Madawaska into its
present township of 38,074 acres.

THE OLD Madawaska which
Lizotte might have represented,
became that year the several
townships of Fort Kent,
Dickeyville (Frenchville), and
Grand Isle, as well as in 1870 the
Plantations of Van Buren,
Hamlin, Cyr, Eagle Lake, St.
Francis, New Canada and Walla-
grass. :

by Guy F. Dubay




Helping to understand Acadian evolution

To the Editor,

The Saint John Valley in 1841
was distinguished by two cultural
centers, an American center and an
Acadian center. That's what the
Mercure Papers published by
Professor Roger Paradis reveal. The
Americans of Maine, in violation of
the British-American Convention
of 1827, organized that year (in
1841) Hancock Plantation. Old
deeds covering Fort Kent properties
in the years 1845 to 1859 use the
name Hancock Plantation.

The problem with American his-
tory at this point is that it moved in
two directions at once - the federal
government was moving towards
peace with the British, while the
state government was moving
towards states’ rights. In 1841 you
might describe that in terms of party
politics, the Whigs favored a strong
centralized government with cen-
tralized banking, and the Democrats
favored states’ rights.

The British-American
Convention of 1827 had the provi-

sion that neither party, neither
American nor British, would act
unilaterally in the disputed territory,
while the arbitration process was
going on and the boundary question
was unsettled.

The organization of Hancock
Plantation was a unilateral action on
the part of Maine, hence, it was in
violation of the convention of 1827.

Federally, the Whigs had taken
over the government administra-
tion, but President William Henry
Harrison died a month after his
inauguration. He was in office long
enough to appoint Daniel Webster, a
Whig, as Secretary of State.

When the Democrat John Tyler
succeeded Harrison, the cabinet, all
but Webster, resigned. Webster held
on through the boundary negotia-
tions and then resigned.

With the settlement on the inter-

_national boundary in 1842, the state

found itself in the need of establish-
ing civil government here.

The American-organized
Hancock Plantation was kept.

Then in August 1843, Van Buren
Plantation was organized at the
easterly end of the St. John Valley
and Madawaska Plantation was set
up between the two a year later.

These  three  plantations
remained in place until the near-
riotous election of 1858 which
caused the State of Maine to declare
election fraud here and forced the
reorganization of the St. John
Valley’s civil government into sin-
gle township plantations.

This is one of the beauties of
Professor Paradis’ new book. It will
help us begin to understand how the
Acadians of Maine evolved into
their Americanism.

To do that we need to recover the
distinct history of Hancock
Plantation. At last, here is documen-
tation casting light on the matter -
documentation that lies beyond the
ken of our own folklore and pro-
vides us real history.

Guy Dubay
Madawaska
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Beyond the cross and blockhouse

To the Editor,

What I discovered for myself, if
not for others, by my passing at the
University of Maine at Fort Kent is
a history that doesn’t want to be
told. I call it the history beyond the
Acadian Cross and the lock House.
Another name I have for it is the
“Lost Century of the St. John Val-
ley” - the century from the
Aroostook War to the second world
war.
Idon’t mean by that the century
of the Civil War, the Reconstruc-
tion, the Industrial Revolution or
even Pearl Harbor. I mean the
century of what happened right
here. We talk about our history as
if it’s the history of “over there”.
“Over there” they voted for
Abraham Lincoln, butdid we? The
truth of the matter is that
Madawaskacast 5 votes for Lincoln
and 29 votes for McClellan.

The only history our kids learn
is the history of the “great emanci-
pator.” There is no one to tell them
that our great-grandparents voted
for McClellan.

Now the formal historians are
.going to pooh-pooh that fact. Five
votes for Lincoln, 29 votes for
McClellan-it’sadropinthe bucket,
not worth talking about.

Well, tell me, how long has the
Saint John Valley voted Demo-
cratic? Aren’t our political roots
relevant?

Do you know Madawaska once
voted fora Whig governor of Maine
but then chose to vote for the first
Republican Presidential candidate,
John C. Fremont? But who’s there
to tell our kids about that?

Isitrelevant? I thinkitis, because
it would help tofill the gap between
Captain Stover Rines at the
Blockhouse and the latest 437 votes
cast for McKeman in Fort Kent.
It’s the first step in filling the gap
between the Acadian Cross and the
community bulletin board display-

ing our Desert Storm youth. But

we’vegottogetbeyond the Acadian
Cross and the Blockhouse to the
history that doesn’t want to be told,
the history of both local successes
and failures.

The history of saints is not rel-
evant without the history of the
sinners. There would be no cross
were it not for the sinners. Is it too
irrelevant to tell our children that
Madawaska voted for losers? Well,
Madawaska also voted for winners
like Harding and Coolidge.

I share, this week, one incident
from our lost century - aletter from
the era when St. John Valley’s
democratic party roots were being
laid. N. Herrin, a Democrat and an
Aroostook County sheriff sent the
following letter to Louis Cormier,
Registrar of Deeds at Grand Isle. I
believe the letter casts light on our
political roots in this valley:

Houlton, 6 Sept. 1857

Dr. Sir

Your letter is received and
contents noted. I am somewhal
surprised to hear that the Democrats

or any part of them should vote for
McCluskey or any one of the Re-
publican party. Does your people
understand that McCluskey is Re-
publican and are they willing to
vote and elect a man to the Senate
pledged to that party? If so, then I
am surprised. You must go to work
and have your people understand
the matter rightly. I cannot believe
that the Democrats of Madawaska
are willing to elect Republicans
and lose this county at this election.

If you and others only take hold and
spend afew days, then you can hold
all Democrats from the Republican
camp. I hope you will be able to
givea good account of Madawaska
atthiselection and not be disgraced
by electing any Republican candi-
dates. The votes were sent to you
some days since by aman who was
going direct to your house.

Guy Dubay
Madawaska







