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Louis Robichaud (1703-1780)

-Acadian deportee seeks permission to move

by Guy F. Dubay

ST. JOHN VALLEY — On Sept.
10, 1756, Louis Robichaud, an
Acadian deportee to
Massachusetts, sought permission
to move his family from Cam-
bridge to Boston. In order to
receive favorable response from
the Council of the House of
Representatives (the General
Court), he gave a backlog of ex-
perience to establish his
allegience to British authority.

Robichaud  stated that he had
for 46 years remained faithful and
devoted to his British masters.
“*At the start of the war, my
family and I labored to repair the
fortification at Anapolis. We were
charged with the supervision of
construction vehicles, which
brought logs to the fort.

“This was done at the peril of
our lives, yet my family and I
eluded certain slaughter at the
hands of the Indians by hauling
said logs to the fort in the midst of
the night. Moreover, it was

members of my family who
alerted the British to the im-
pending attack of Port Royal by
the French, DuVivier. Had the
English not been forwarned, the
fort would have been taken.

“Later my family and 1 were
twice taken prisoners, and after
having been captured by the
French, we had difficulty gaining
release. On two occasions, my
home was pillaged and my cattle
stolen. These facts were well
known by the British who resided
at Annapolis at that time.

“*Last year, after having
recovered from that distress,
Major Handfield confiscated - all
my property and set me free to
expatriate myself whereever I
willed. I preferred to stay in New
England because 1 believed I
knew here the fidelity of the
English and that I hoped to secure
the indulgence due me.”

Noting that his conduct had
been irreproachable while in
Boston, and-that his transfer to
Cambridge had not been coupled

with the opportunity to find em-
ployment and permanent housing,
Robichaud requested permission
to return to Boston.

The council, as noted by its
secretary, Thomas Clarke, read
and approved the petition, but
when the petition was sent to the
entire chamber, it was rejected.

Notes on family conditions, a
year later, were summarized as
follows: Louis Robeshaw, 54, good
health, has lost two fingers; Jane
Robeshaw, 49, weak and in-
capable of working; Frederic
Robeshaw, 25, suffers from
cancer: Otho Robeshaw, 15, in
good health; Florence Robeshaw,
10, in good health; and VillBong
Robeshaw, 8, very weak.

Also, Esther Robeshaw, 18,
Monit Robeshaw, 13, Hannah
Robeshaw, 5, Joseph Wite, 28,
Margaret Wite, 27, Mary Wite, 2,
all in good health. Total, 13 per-
sons, Nov. 30, 1757.

In 1760 the family of Joseph Wite
(Leblanc) Robichaud’s son-in-
law, was separated from the

Cambridge homestead and sent to
Charlestown, Mass.

During the remaining years of
the French and Indian Wars,
Robichaud served as a kind of lay
minister to the Catholic Acadians
who were dispersed among the
Protestant villages of New
England. The Rev. Maillard,
vicar general at Halifax in 1731,
confirmed Robichaud’s authority
to act as witness to the several
weddings, baptisms and deaths
that took place in Massachusetts.

The sole condition remaining to
validate such marriages was that
once said refugee Acadians return
to a place where the services of a
priest was available, a nuptial
blessing should be sought for the
marriage and the children born
therefrom should be baptised.

With the return of peace after
the Colonial Wars, members of the
Robichaud family returned to
various French provinces. On
July 18, 1775, we find Louis
Robichaud at Quebec, where he
married off his daughter to Olivier
Leblanc, a native of Grand Pre,
Acadia.

Robichaud died at Quebec, of
small pox. Dec. 21, 1783, at the age
of 77. His wife, Jeanne Borgeois
Robichaud, likewise died there at
the age of 89 on March 18, 1790.

The records of Burnt Church on
the Miramichi in New Brunswick,
however, give us evidence that
some members of the Robichaud
family took other paths to
freedom. It is there at Burnt
“hurch where, in 1824, we find the
record of death of Otho Rebichaud
who had followed his father’s trail
from Acadia to Massachusetts.

Otho’s children were found at
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Carquet where the New Brun-
swick government has since
reconstructed the reknowned
Acadian Village. The registers of
St. Pierre de Caraquet contain in
1815 the record of Louis
Robichaud’s grandson, who is
identified as Louis Robichaud,
farmer at Nigaweck.

Other church records, however,
place Robichaud’s other sons at
Deschambault, Quebec, where on
Nov. 11 and 20, 1776, we find their
marriages revalidated.

With time, some distant
relatives of the above Louis

Robichaud made their way into
the St. John Valley, where at Fort
Kent descendants still reside.
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of Pierre Cormier and therine
Leblanc. We note that his mother
in law was the sister of the notary,
Rene Leblanc, immortalized in
Longfellow’s poem, Evangeline,

Probably at the instigation of
Father Leloutre, Jean Baptiste
Cyr , around 1750, moved from
Beuabassin to Fort Beausejour on
the Isthmus of Nova Scotia, There
he took part in the unsuccessful
defense of that fort in 1758. From
there to the Kennebecaassis River
and about 1757 settled at St. Anne
du Pays Bas on the St. John River
(Fredericton, N.B.) where we find
him in 1759 with his eleven
children.

There he was taken prisoner
during Moses Hazens'’s seige of St.
Anne’s point.-In 1763, again
captive, he was taken to
Kamouraska in the Province of
Quebec.Twice between 1763 and
1768 he returned to St. Anne where
he lived at a place called Crock’s
Point, Six miles above
Fredericton at the mouth of the
Keswick River, on the east side of
the St. John, facing French
Village.

AFTER THE revolution, we
find him to have assisted Col.
Michael Francklin, Superin
tendent of Indaian Affairs

On April 8, 1785, Jean Baptiste
Cyr land at
pays Bas He levised a
movil th to what

alled the
ritory. However,
here aftar in May

was disposed of hi
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cheme of

later cam

Ih& sons, Joseph, Firmain, and
Laurent lived at Kennebecassis on
the 24th of February 1788., as
witnessed by ancient documents.
On Sept. 29, 1788 his sons Pierre,

Francois, and Olivier demafigeq ™

compensation for the loss of thejy
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lands at Upper French Vil
N.B
His nine sons who eventually

to the St. John Valley, to
Cyrs can trace their
Jean Baptiste Cyr -
1734-1828, Joseph Cyr - 1738,1822,
Pierre Cyr - 1737-1822, Paul Cyr -
1744-1812, Jacques Cyr - 1746-1828,
Francois Cyr - 1744-1832, Firmain
Cyr - 1747-1803, Olivier Cyr - 1742
1812 and Antoine Cyr- - 1769-1837.

moved
whom all
lineage were:




Was Ist Los, Acadian?

Here are facts: When
nine Cyr brothers came to
Madawaska circa 1785,
three of them were mar-
ried to Ayotte sisters from
Kamouraska, P.Q. and a
fourth married a Belanger
girl from St. Jean Port-
Joli, P.Q.

When Joseph-Simon
Daigle came here with his
two sons, he brought here

his second wife, the
Quebecois, Charlotte
Lefebvre.

The point being made is
that right from the beginn-
ing, Madawaska was never
a “‘pure Acadian’ settle-
ment - for no sooner had the
Acadians moved in that the
in-laws from Quebec joined
them.

The Cyrs, we see, were
married to the Ayottes but
in Quebec the Ayottes were
married to the Sauciers.
Thus, no sooner did Pierre
Cyr, Paul Cyr, and Fran-
cois Cyr come here with

their Ayotte wives than
Alexandre Ayote and Ger-
main Saucier came to join
'the family.

Settling Madawaska was
a family affair but by 1785
that family was already an
interprovincial one. The
association of the Acadians
with the Quebecois had oc-
curred in the era before the
settlement in Madawaska,
but after the historic
“depor tation” or ‘‘grand
derangement’’ of 1755,

It must be remembered
the Acadian history did not
stop with Evangeline. Even
through the harshest years
of the French and Indian
Wars life went on and
history continued being
made. For a portion of the
Acadian community that
history includes those
years when Simon Hebert
lived at St. Charles de
Bellechasse, P.Q. and
Joseph Daigle lived at

Montmagny and Jean Bap-
tist Cyr lived in the parish
of St. Louisde Kamouraska
in the province of Quebec.

June 17, 1981
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Here are more facts: The
Martin family came from
Acadia, but the Fournier
family did not. The Four-
nier family trace their
lineage in Quebec to the
early 1600s. In Madawaska
however, Jean Baptiste
Fournier came here as the
husband of Felicite Martin
an Acadian. Another early
settler was Felicite Martin
(Fournier)’s relative,
Simon Martin — but Simon
Martin had married
Genevieve Bourgoin whose
folks were pure Quebecois
running back several
generations.

In sum, the Acadians,
because of their prior
associations with the
Quebecois, were, when
they came here, a pretty
well mixed bag when blood
lines are considered. The
Madawaska culture from
its origin was not and has
never been a pure Acadian
thing.

Our old folks knew this -
and that is why they use to

_speaking

use the term
“Madawaskayens” - and
Madawaska use to describe
the whole region of the St.
John Valley, not just the
town which now bears that
name. This is why both the
Madawaska Council of the
Knights of Columbus and
the Madawaska Company,
a lumber company, were
both in Van Buren and not
Madawaska, Maine.

Because the npame
Madawaska has now evolv-
ed, at least on the
American side of the river,
to mean just the town, now
in seeking to celebrate the
people of the Valley, the
people of old Madawaska,
we have tried to find
another word such which
would include the people
from more than the con-
fines of present day
Madawaska. That is we
have sought to find a
regional name to include
the people of Fort Kent and
Van Buren whose roots
likewise go back to the old
settlers.

Since the old settlers
were Acadian - that term
was adopted, but it’s an un-
fortunate choice since it ap-
plies principally to one por-
tion of the Madawaska set-
tlers only. Technically
the term,

A Commentary by Guy Dubay

Acaidan, would not include
the Ouellets of Riviere
Ouelle, the Alberts of
Kamouraska. However
Louis Ouellet had married
Genevieve Cyr in the 1790s
and Anselme Albert had
married Rosalie Cyr in the
early 1800s. So these
Quebecois by marriage
would be entitled to admis-
sion to the Acadian festivi-
ty, but would not the Aca-
dian be equally entitled to
join a Quebecois celebra-
tion in the wvalley? Our
ancestors solved the pro-
blem by calling us all
‘“Madawaskayens’ or in
English, “Madawaskan”

Now history is a funny
thing. It gets twisted
around sometimes and the
way we tell Van Buren’s
history is a case in point.

Tradition tells us Fran-
cois Violette was Van
Buren’s first settler and the
role of the Thibodeau fami-
ly has never been stressed.
A reading of the old 1786
land petition submitted
jointly by Joseph Cyr,
Joseph Theriault, Francois
Violette and Olivier
Thibodeau points out an in-
teresting factor - all four
petitioners were brothers
‘in law to each other. That is
Joseph Cyr, Joseph
Theriault, and Francois

Violette had each married
sisters of Olivier
Thibodeau. Thus in a sense
the second Acadian migra-
tion to St. Leonard, N.B
and Van Buren, Maine was
the immigration of the
Thibodeau women and
their husbands.

History by and large is
written by men, and the
Thibodeau women have
never quite been given
their just credits due. So
forty years later when
Deanne and Kavanaugh
heard from Francois
Violette Jr the story of how
the Acadians came here,
word got out that the first
settlers of the region were
the Violettes.

Then a hundred years
‘more when Eva Chad-
bourne wrote her book on
Maine Place Names, she
relied on the Deanne and
Kavanaugh record of 1831
to discover Van Buren's
early settlers, ‘‘Francois
Violette, Augustin Violette,
and Joseph Cyr,” and the
Thibodeau girls who made
it all a family affair are lost
to history.

Guy F. Dubay
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By Guy Dubay

After the Acadian deportations
of 1755, many of our ancestors
who in earlier years had moved
into the Beause jour or the Sack-
ville area of New Brunswick felt
the need to move further inland
lo evade the depredations im-
posed on them by the English

Some of them moved inland
into the Kennebecassis River
area between present day St
John and Moncton

Others moved into the Keswick
and Fredericton areas where the
main core of their lot found
refuge at St. Anne du Pays Bas

One February evening Moses
Hazen, a captain under Major
Moncton's command, plundered
the Acadian settlement leaving
Anastasie Bellefontaine, wife of
Eustache Pare, and the wife and
child of Michel Bellefontaine
dead
The Acadians fled to the

province of Quebec where they
settled temporarily Their lot in
the city was a miserable one

We find earlier refuges listed
by. J. F. Recher, pastor, in his
register

The deaths of Pierre Aucoin
and his six children between the
dates of Dec. 25 and 31, 1757
(Pierre aged 50, Charles 14, Jena
Baptiste aged 6. Joseph Marie,
aged 4, Thecle aged 15, Isabelle
aged 20 and Veronique aged 12)
point to the misery of the Acadian
refugees

The Fredericton Acadians may
have been more fortunate than
those who sought refuge in the
city. Our "ancestors settled
mostly in the Kamouraska and
La Pocatiere farm regions on the
south shore of the St. Lawrence

There, the young Acadian sons
married Canadian girls and as
soon as hostilities ceased, they
returned with their new families
to St. Anne du Pays Bas. Others
moved in again into the Ken
nebecasis area and were found
there at the time of the Loyalist
immigration in 1783

One man who became upset
with conditions of the area after
the coming of the loyalists was
Francois Violette, first settler of
Van Buren, Maine We will

MADAWASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Why Acadians Came To Maine

publish here petitions he sent to
the Governor of New Brunswick,
whose partial refusal led to his
emigration from southern New
Brunswick

The first petition telis us that
part of the lands that he had
improved were lost to him by the
grant made to Andrew Snape
Hammond, Lieutenant-Governor
of Nova Scotia. He pleads
Governor Carleton to grant him
what had by the recent survey
come to be called, Lots No. 14 &
13. Action on the petition was only
partly favorable as it curtly
informs us that Francois Violette
is to be registered for Lot 14
nothing said about Lot 13

“To his Excellency, Thomas
Carleton, Esquire, Captain
General and Governor in Chief of
His Majesty's Province of New
Brunswick, etc

“The Petition of Francois
Violette one of the French Set-
tlers on Hammond River

“*‘Humbly herewith:

That he was one of the first
settlers in what is called the
French Village on Hammond
River and some years ago took
the oath of Allegiance to his
Majesty at which time the farm
on which he now dwells was set
off by M. Francklin, one of His
Majesty's Council for Nova
Scotia, who give him a writing
which he supposed to be suf-
ficient assurance of his farm

“*That the manner in which the
land has lately been laid out,
Your Memorialist loses ten acres
of his best improved Interval on
which he now has a crop of
wheat

‘That he has always strictly]
attended to his allegiance has
a large family to support fo
whom he is with difficulty able t
procure the necessaries of life
and should he be deprived of his
improved Interval which has cost
him so much “labour it will

greatly distress his numerous
family
“That the lot adjoining (No. 14)

the one on which his house
stands on the North side (which
he supposes to be No. 13) includes
said ten acres of Interval

“Your Express Petitioner
therefore humbly prays that said
Lots No. 14 & 13 on the North side
of Hammond River may be
granted to him to enable him so
to support his family that they
may instead of being a burden,
become useful settlers in the
country — and in duty bound he
will be ever thankful
St. John 28th August 1786

Francois Violette ™

Written on the reverse of said
petition, we find:

“Francois Violette a French
settler on Hammond River
praying a Grant of Lots No. 14 &
13 on said River — North side”

And written below that, in
different writing is the cursory
note “‘in council 8th Sept. 86 to be
registered for No. 14.”

We learn from the document to
be printed next week that
Francois' intention to secure both
lots, lay chiefly with the desire to
secure lands on which to place his
seven sons. He was, it turns out,
able to do this only in the
Madawaska territory which he
later moved to.






