Acadia, to keep or to share

To the Editor,

Acadianism: Is it
something you keep or
something you give away?
Like the rituals of computer
users, you either share the
knowledge or you keep it to
yourself.

It’s like knowledge of a
fishing hole, if you keep it to
yourself you gain control of
the supply of fish but in
fishing there’s the thrill of
angling and there’s the
‘camaraderie of the sport. It’s
the camaraderie that gets
magazines like Field and
Stream in print, the human

need of shared experience.

As it is with computers and
fishing, so I suggest it is with
Acadianism. Some people
need to control and some peo-
ple need to share. I tend to
share. If people ask me a
question about Acadia, I tend
to give them an answer. In
fact, I tend to give them more
of an answer than they
sometimes want to know. It’s
sort of like asking an en-
vironmentalist, ‘“‘How’s the
Water?’’ and he starts telling
you about salinity or ph-factor
in the soil beneath the lake
when all you want to know is

whether the water is warm or
cold.

Those who need to control,
answer questions in a word.
Those who need to share talk
in chapters — often in circles.
Both, of course, can be
outright bores. The first
doesn’t give you enough to
whet your appetite, the other
overwhelms you with what in-
terests you the least.

Is Acadia something you
keep or something you share?
I don’t know. All I know is it
takes two to tango.

Guy Dubay
Madawaska
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Acadian = a positive definition

’

To the Editor,

The time is fast approaching
whenImustbe quiet. My wordsand
tales about Acadians must come to
an end, but before that time comes,
Imustissue one warning: Donot let
yourself be defined as Acadians
negatively. Accept only a positive
definition of what it means to be an
Acadian.

Most importantly - do not let
yourself be defined as descendants
of deportation, refugees, and the
persecuted. Why? Because
Acadians were Acadians before de-
ported, before they were refugees,
before they had their priests pulled
from them.

While it’s true that all of those
negative things happento Acadians,
the deportation did not create the
Acadians. It was their independent
mind-set, based on their family liv-
ing on North America soil, far from
.France and England, that created the
Acadians, we must not allow our-
selves to be defined by those nega-
tive factors.

The French and Indian War has
been over for 229 years, now. It is
not necessary for us to remain for-
ever hung up at that point of history.

But to allow ourselves to be de-
fined strictly as descendents of the
deportation has the negative effect
of drawing us into a negative, use-
less, counter-productive and self-
defeating debate about French ver-
sus English.

Nothing is so counter-produc-
tive inour relations with other people
who share our interest in federal
funding for the preservation of Aca-
dian culture in Maine as the resur-
rection of old anti-English, anti-
French feelings brought on by dis-
cussion of Acadians as deportees.

The pointis, we’re aheck of alot
more than descendents of a people
who were deported. Let me explain:

Naomi Griffiths, author of
Acadians:The CreationofaPeople,
says: “Any examination of the
Acadians as families, as people fac-
ing the problems of what could be
eaten in winter, of how the children
were to be clothed, produces the
response: By the work of the
Acadians themselves.” (p. 34.)

Remember that: “By the work of
the Acadians themselves.”

What we do defines us, not what
others doto us. What others do to us
can hurt but itdoes not make us who
we are.

No matter how many experts
youimport to help us figure outhow
to define Acadians, remember, it’s
what we do that counts.

Toallow ourselves to be defined
as descendents of deportees is let-
ting others define us by what they
do to us. Remember - over and over
- “By the work of the Acadians
themselves!”

Griffiths also said, “The
Acadians welcome any who come
to them with a desire to know what
the Acadians themselves feel. They
are less considerate to those who
come merely to analyze the Aca-
dian situation, to point out what the

Acadian politics should be, and to
criticize when the Acadian refuses
to accept wholesale tactics closer to
the St. Lawrence than to the Bay of
Fundy.” (85)

Applied to the St. John Valley,
we could take Griffiths word liter-
ally, substituting the words “Au-
gusta” for "St. Lawrence" and "St.
John Valley” for “Bay of Fundy.”
Go ahead and read that last quote
again with the substitutions sug-

g-sted and see what impact it has.

‘We are a hospitable people but
we shall not be considerate to those
who tell us what to think of our-
selves. For me, who we are must be
stated in positive light.

Again, I borrow from Griffiths
whenshe says: “The Acadians were
first and foremost a family people.”
(.32)

Guy Dubay
Madawaska




Maine bet

by Guy Dubay

Living on America’s borders
presents one with a unique ex-
perience, E.G., we do not see

things from the same per- ' Note that when Li 0
spective as most Americans. the Spirit of St. mﬁllizd?nerﬁ)hmﬂe}l
bMeqst american think of Maine as iook off from New York - but if’you
ggfou:er fringe. ' Tace his flight to Ireland,
1 fact most of the $tate of England, and France you’ll notice
Maine residents think of' hat his path took him from New
Aroostook as t_)elng outer fringe. York to New England, up the New
But we who live here have our £ngland coast to Nova Scotia and
universe centered here. Newfoundland
R_emer_nber, the eye is the first = You see the shortest distance:
cm;le In an ever widening series )etween two points on earth is a
of circles which is the universe. So urved line! These lines, we call
we tend to see the U.S. as being Jreat circles. Every Inte;-national
down south of us. Most school Airline: Pilot knows 'that And
bqokg show the U.S. with Maine Fo did the old navigators of the
sticking upwards to one side. The, >olonial era. Shipstraveling from
kids have never seen a U.S. Boston to London or Liverpool
?urrpunded on three sides by a would skirt the French colonial
oreign country. Wg do and it :oastlines. Thus Nova Scotia holds
aff?cts our perspectlve. 1 story that represents a chapter
I'm an American. My family n U.S. history.
has beten in the U.S. for seven
generations In fact, m le
lived here in this valley b(}a’fog:ot%is
Valley became American. You
see, this valley was disputed
territory when our ancestors
came here. Both the British and
the Newly-Freed American
colonies claimed it. Our ancestors
were neutral in the struggle. They
were French - they were citizens
of a country which had ceased to
exist - Acadia. But when America
adopted them, they adopted
America. And we have been
active contributors to the
American scene since.

THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION had broad
reprecussions among my people.
These very few .of my fellow
Americans are even aware of.
You see, if it hadn’t been for the
American Revolution, my people,
the French speaking Americans of
northern Maine would probably
never have come here anyway.
They would have remained in
Canada, the land of their birth.

To tell the complete story in but
a few lines, we must begin with a
look at America on the eve of the
Revolution. Let us take a peek for
a minute at Colonial America. Let
us wipe away the traditional
borders between U.S. and Canada
as we have come to recognize MY PATERNAL ANCESTRY
them and think of the northeast as goes back to Quebec in 1665. My
a Northern Mainer does. maternal ancestry goes back to

The northeast includes New Nova Scotia in 1740. And the two
England and New York and New would not have met hadn’t the
Jersey but it also needs New American revolution caused the
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince movement of my families to a
Edward Island on the east and point about half way from each
i Quebec on the weat to give us a other.

e
.9
true picture of the American
icene. When you fill in the picture

:ompletely in this way something
nappens.

f Colonial merchantile era in-
cluded a lot of illicit trade- bet-
ween English and French
colonials. Technically, it was
illegal for the French and English
colonies to trade or do commerce
with any one else other than the
Mother country. But the shortest
distancei: between two lines is a
curve - which is why people in the
Massachusetts Legislature look
up to the Cod Fish hanging down
from the ceiling of their marbled.
Assembly Hall. But that cod did
not come off the Nantucket coast.
Rather it hails from the Grand
Banks of Newfoundland, on the
great circle from Boston to
Plymouth.

Now the colonial situation- just
before the revolution was this:

There were Frenchmen in
Quebec and Montreal, but after
1759 they had fallen under British
rule. There had been Frenchmen
in Nova Scotia but during the
French and Indian Wars they had
been dispersed.

The French again outflanked
the English with another outpost
in Louisiana. But on the eve of the |
revolution they did not pose the |
\colonials any significant threat.l
They were just there. :

een Quebec an

Much  of the Tri-cornered trade :

Between Quebec and the
Maritimes lies Maine. This part
of Maine was unsettled forest
when Washington’s troops hud-
dled around Valley Forge. But
when the victorious rebels won out
to become heros, many colonials
who had insisted on fidelity to the
King were suddenly evicted out of
those colonies.

The fate of the Loyalists is one
of the ironies of history. They lost
their liberty in the war for liberty.

. Their properties were con-
fiscated. They were evicted to
British crown lands.

Ironically, British crown lands

were already inhabitated when

Brunswick. For twenty years
between the two wars there.lived
in New Brunswick. For twenty

years between the two wars there!

lived in New Brunswick the
Acadian who had escaped
deportation in 1755 or those
repatriated Acadian French who
had returned from Massa :husetts
around 1767. The French /cadian
living in the New Brunswick forest
technically had no title to his land
and claims. Technically, all
French had been evicted, thus the
remaining French were squatters.

Well just like the little boy who
gets scolded by his mother will
' turn around and kick the cat, so to
did the defeated American
colonials turn around and kick the
Acadia. They had his property
taken from him in New York, New
Jersey, and Massachusetts. So
whatever had been done to him, he
turned around and did to the forest
| roaming Acadian. The result was
"that the French Acadians aban-
doned their subsistence level
farms of twenty years holding and
moved into the remote part of
Maine which was then disputed
|territory.

Most of the Acadians had no
intention of being either American
or British - but the larger conflict
was omnipresent and over-
whelming. They were like pawns
between two pincers and like
minorities | everywhere, their
fate was to be decided in places
and Capitols thousands of miles
away.

IN ANY CASE the revolution
brought new English settlers into
French settlements so our an-

d Maritime

cestors moved to Maine. 1.
‘Acadians came here in 1785 just
prior to the time of the American
constitutional convention.

These French Americans lived
an isolated existence, lumbering
and farming for two generations
until 1842 when Daniel Webster
and Lord Ashburton worked out
details of the Peace Treaty which
Jay and Franklin had missed. At
that point my family suddenly
became American. We were
adopted into the new nation.

Since the 1840’s we, the French
American of Northern Maine have
been taught the workings of
American Institutions. In the

| 1840’s Irish Americans were sent

| here to teach us how to conduct
the loyalists moved to New |

town meeting and how to hold
court under American style
jurisprudence.

We learned our lessons and
began participating in the
democratic process. In 1846 we
elected our first representative to
State government. In 1867 my
maternal great grandfather,
Belonie Violette represented us in
Augusta. In 1870 a Paternal grand
uncle was to serve his first of ten
terms in the state house of
representatives, In 1907 a second
cousin to my mother entered the
State Senate. In 1917 another
cousin to my mother became
State Forest Commissioner after
serving a term in Legislature.

Today the same holds true. My
father in law has a cousin serving
on the State’s judicial bench -
after serving in both the House
and Senate of Maine. This all
points ‘out that once we were
adopted, we adopted the system.

Every war from the Civil War
on had its French-American
veterans. We’ve sacrificed along
with other peoples to protect our
American way of life. We have
lost our boys in Vietnam, in

Korea, in World War II, in World -

War I, We have even lost our Remi
Sansfacon, a young lad of twenty
in the Civil war

I realize that I've spoken of my
family here, but in doing so I was
only speaking in microcosm. You
see the large picture of the
Acadian experience in American
History is the same as this small
one. Most Acadian stories mirror
these same experiences. They are
varities and .variaiQd¥ of the
same basic pattern from Colonial
French, to British colonial to
American citizenship.

All of this gives us an advantage
of course. It’s like being an in-
sider with the capacity to be
looking at Americai from the
outside. All of this helps me see
American as few natives can.

|
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October 12, 1994

A rose by any other nhame

To the Editor,

You can't judge a book by
its cover, nor can you judge a
person's ancestry by the
sound of his name alone.

Xavier Dufour (1892-1966)
of St. David had a Quebecois
or Canadian name - but be-
cause of his mother, his
grandmothers, his great-
grandmothers, Dufour ended
up with an ancestry that was
87.5% Acadian. That's a high
percentage for someone with
a.Canadian name.

How do | figure that? Well,
like everybody else, Xavier (a

Ubald) had two parents, four
grandparents, eight great-
grandparents and 16 great-
great-grandparents. Of the
eight pairs of great-great-
grandparents. seven of the
pairs were Acadian. The only
non-Acadian pair was Joseph
Dufour and Josette Autin of
Kamouraska, Quebec.

That means that of his
great-great-grandparents, 14
out of 16 were Acadian - that
is, of Acadian birth or children
of parents who were both
natives of Acadia.

Since 14/16 is equal to 7/8

and 7 divided by 8 gives you
87.5%, then 87.5% of his an-
cestry was Acadian despite
the Dufour name which is
Canadian in origin.

Some with an Acadian
name may actually have fewer
Acadian ancestors than
someone like Mr. Dufour. That
Acadian male line could have
married wives whose ances-
try was completely Canadian.
So you've go to be careful
before you deny a person's
Acadianity onthe basis of their
mother's name being Quebe-
Cois.

| know a person whose
mother is a Levesque (Que-
becois in origin) but don't for-
get that person's grandfather
was married to a Doucette
and furthermore the great-
grandfather had also married
a Doucette and Doucette is
Acadian, you know.

There is an objective and
scientific way of determining
your Acadianity - but you've
got to be willing to ask the
right questons. It may take
courage to do so because
there's always the possibility
that the answer doesn't come
up the way you want it to.

Guy Dubay
Madawaska







