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(EDITOR'S NOTE: For the next
three weeks the Historical Society
returns to- the writings of Guy
Dubay of Madawaska, who pre-
viously wrote about early farming
organizations.in the Valley.

In this series he explores early
education in the Valley. The
first of the three columns follows:)

By Guy Dubay
MADAWASKA -~ Having ex-

_hausted all my knowledge on

Madawaska Historical Society

early farmers' organizations by
writing the last five columns of
this Society,
different field: the development
of early educational institutions
in the St. John Valley.

Hence from time to time there
will appear in this column in the

I now turn toa

weeks ahead various reports and
laws dealing with the founding
and evolution of the University
of Maine at Fort Kent. These
of course willbe interrupted from

week to week to give other

members of the Society a forum

in which to discuss otheriitems of
historical interest.

In the Laws of Maine, the story
of the University of Maine at
Fort Kent begins in 1878.

Although a high school had
already been established by State
resolve in Frenchville in 1873,
there hadn't yet been established
any school for the preparation of

teachers suitable for the valley's
needs as such.
factorin the valley necessitated
teachers with a

The language

tinge: of bi=
lingualism.

The University of Maine. at
Orono, a land grant college, was
still primarily an Agricultural
College, not yet involved in the
area of teacher preparation.

Public Laws of 1863, Chapter
210 had set up Normal Schools
at Farmington and Castine, but

to the valley youth of the time,
this was probably too foreign and
too far away.

Whereas
willingly ventured off to war, the

young men had
young girls who would have been
prospective teachers were not
wont to travel beyond the areas
and places supervised by parents

-and priests.

Men like Major William Dickey
and Col. David Pagesaw the need

forstate education of teachess, if

this area was ever to develop an'

American ethic. Theyhad earlier
secured state funds for use in the

M"common' schools; but as Colo-

nel Page's report of October,
1866, shows, the teachers were
often unskilled in the use of
English, the language required
by law for instruction in schools.

Thus in 1878, William Dickey
and John Farrell were able to
secure from the legislature of
Maine the following act:

Chapter 85

"An Act to provide schools for
the training of Teachers in Mada-
waska Territory.

"Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled, as follows:

"Sect. 1. The Trustees of the
normal schools are hereby author-
ized to establish and maintain, for
a period of not less than six
months in each year, two schools
in Madawaska Territory, so
called, forthe purpose of training
pemsons to teach in the common
schools of said territory.

"' The towns in which such schools
may be located, shall furnish
suitable buildings therefore, free

Early Valley Education

of expense, and shall also furnish
fuel for said schools.

"The choice of books and
teachers for said schools, the
course of study to be pursued theres
in, and the grade of scholarship
for admission thereto shall be
under the control of said trustees.

"Sect, 2, To defray the ex-
penses of said schools, the sum
of one thousand dollars is hereby
appropriated in the manner
hereinafter provided.

The treasurer of the state shall
annually deduct from the gross
amount of the state school funds,,
of all
apportioned to the towns of Grand
Isle, Frenchville, Madawaska,
and Fort Kent, and from the
plantations of Hamlin, Connor,

description, annually

Cyr, Van Burep, St, Francis, St.
John, Wallagrass, and Eagle Lake.
one thousand dollars, which sum
shall remaininthe state treasury,
order of the
and council, for the

subject to the
governor
payment of the expenses of said
schools, 'the bills for which shall
be approved by the state super-
intendent of common schools,
and audited by the governor and

«council.

Approved February 21, 1878"
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By Guy Dubay
MADAWASKA - While delving
through the old laws of the State
of Maine and particularly those
that concern the department of
education, the following report
by William T. Savage, printed

in 1847, is of utmost interest to
the people of this county as well
as to all hinterlands of thediffer-
ent counties of the state that had
just been settled.

Whether the members of this
commission had travelled as far
north as the Valley may never be
khown but they do show concern
about the inequality of educa-
tional opportunities that existed
then as now in some sections of
the state.

Because of thelength of the re-
port,we will give it in two parts.
To allow you, however, to draw
your own conclusions about this
first report dealing with Mada-
waska schools to be published by

the State, we choose not to edit
it in any way.

Here then, further
comment, is quoted from the
book, The " First Report of the
Board of Education of the State
1847, this following
"Report of the
in

without

of Maine,
report, to Wit:
Committee upon Education
New Settlements. "

"The committee to whom was
referred the topic of 'education
in the new settlements,' have
bestowed upon it their deliberate
attention, and beg leave to sub-
mit their report - arriving at the
following conclusions:

""That the newly settled portions
of the statedonot enjoy adequate
advantages of common school
‘education - that to secure these
advantages they need assistance
from abroad - and that the appli-

§ cation of the necessary aid is
practicable.

l "Your committee are convinced
that the legislature looked upon
this subject in its true light when
they made it the duty of the board
i of education 'toconsider the best
imethod of aiding and promoting
' education in the new settlements.'
Thus assuming and declaring that
in those new parts of the state,
there is need of aiding and pro-
moting education. The research

8 of your committee fully sustains

ST. JOHN VALY

Education In Maine’s
Hinterlands In 1847

the correctness of this view.

"The parts of the state desig-
nated as 'the new settlements, '
are situated chiefly, though not
entirely, in the northern part of
the counties of Franklin, Somer-
set, Piscataquis and Penobscot,
and in the whole of Arooostook.

"This last named county con-
tains a surface of more than
6,000 square miles, an area
larger than that of the state of
Connecticut and Rhode Island.
Over this territory is scattered a
population of 10,000 souls, and
of these a large proportion are
children and youth.

"Yet of the 4,000 square miles
in this county now surveyed into
townships, ‘only in about' 300
square miles can be found the
free common schools which are

the boast and glory of New En-
gland: while of its 10,000 citi-

zens, less than 4,000 enjoy the
blessings which such schools are
designed to confer. The remain-
ing, 6,000, that is, three-fifths
of the whole population, are al-
most_entirely unprovided for by
the guardian care of the state.
"Private schools indeed
found in some of thelarger unin-
corporated settlements. But from
the nature of the case, the ad-

are

vantages of these cannot be en-
joyed by the poor, and will not
be the
They are, of course, inadequate
to the wants of the inhabitants.
"This general view is sustained
by particular facts, showing the
effects upon the community of
In

a plantation adjoining the shire-

sought by indifferent.

this educational destination.

town of the countyreferred to.a-
bove, there are 75 scholars, but
there never was a public school
kept in summer, but youth there
have entered upon married life,
whohave yetbeen unable to read
or write.

"In another plantation six miles
from the above, there have been
kept the past year, neitherprivate
nor public schools, Of the 92
scholars in this plantation, pro-
bably one-half are unableto read
or write. On direct inquiry, 25
persons between the ages of 15
and 21 were ascertained to be
unable to read or write. Just be-
yond the bounds of thisplantation
resides one famiily containing
nine children, eight ofwhom can
neither read or write. This state
of things is found on all of the
principal thoroughfares of the
county!

"Yowr committee desire to be
understood, that the facts now
presented are not isolated ones.
Similar facts, with a greater or
less degree of shading, may be
found in the new settlements of
the state at large. 'In this plant-
ation,' writes one school com-
mittee, 'are 126 scholars, 26
only of whom have attended
school, a private school kept by
a female, last winter,' Thus
leaving 100 scholars, that is a-
bout four-fifths of the whole

number, who have not entered
the summer or
winter.

"Another school committee
states as follows: 'In this plant-
and we
have never had a school of any

school-house,

ation are 60 scholars,

kind, public or private.'

""The constitution of Mainede-
clares that 'a general diffusion
of the advantages of education is
essential to the preservation of
the<rights and liberties of the
people.' The ignorant man can-
not be a freeman. He bows down
his head like an ox, in subjec-
tion to others, or else, like the
wild animal of the forest, he is
the sport of untamed and: unreg-
ulated powers and impulses with-
in.

"Much less canhe be an Amer-
ican freeman. Hecannotunder~
stand the great practical ideas of
the sovereignty of the people
and the equality of conditions,
peculiar, to our form of govern-
neither can he rightly
discharge the duties resting on
every citizen, growing out of
them. Vested equally with the
most -intelligent citizen with the
right of making all laws, of man-
aging all public affairs, of con-
trolling all social action, he is
incompetent to fill his responsi-
If he act for him-

ment,

ble position.
self at all,- he must carry the
darkness of ignorance or the ca-
price of self will, when light
should shine and patriotism should

govern, "

(To Be Continued)
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: The follow-
ing is the third and final part of
a three part series by Guy Dubay
of Madawaska on early education
in the Valley).

By Guy Dubay

MADAWASKA - Lastweek, I
stated in this column that two
powerful forces vastly influenced

the development of educational
institutions in the Valley. These
forces were state and religion.

The chief agency of the state
which served to bring American-
ism to.the schools was University
of Maine at Fort Kent, then
known as Madawaska Training
School.

The foremost tool of religion in
bringing Catholicism into. our
schools was St. Mary's College.

This week we shall delve into
the matter further by doing for
St. Mary's what we did last week
for Madawaska Training School.
Let us look into the state docu-
ments for the act establishing
said college.

Madawaska Training School, as
an instrument of the
did not need to be incorporated

state,

by the state in order to be estab-
lished.
islature was its act of creation.

A mere fiat of the leg-

St. Mary's on the other hand,
was conceived by a private body
andonly a legal act of incorpor-
ation by the legislature could
give said body legal life.

Hence 1889, a
most of

in January,
group of individuals,
whom were Marist fathers, peti-
tioned the legislature to be in-
corporated as the '"Trustees of
Van Buren College."

It must be noted, that the Mar-
ists being of French origin (Ly-
ons-1836) that group brought
with it many educational
One of
ideas transmitted to the

con-
cepts akin to France.
these
valleywas the French concept of
a college.

Whereas inlater years, St. Ma-
ry'swas empowered to issue bac-
calaureate degrees, the school
founded in 1889 did in its early
years more closely resemble a
French Lycee than an American
college.

This is whywehere in the Val-
leyhear many of our elders boast

of having gone "Au College"

St. Mary’s School

when in fact their- educational
credits would today be equated
to a high school diploma.

My equating St. Mary's College
to a high school of the day, how-
ever, “is not to be interpreted as
a slight at said school for its a-
lumni will compare well with
with those of any college today.
A study of the class rosters of
those days will reveal names of
many who became, doctors,
lawyers, priests and bishops.

Like UMFK today, St. Mary's
could in its heyday point to an
enrollment of students of sever-
al states and a few foreign coun-
tries.

So in a sense St. Mary's was a
College with B.A. degrees and
But St.
Mary'salsohad among its classes

21-year-old graduates.

many 11 year old boys which
gave the school more of an aura
of a prep school than a college.

Suchhowever is typical of the
histories

of private colleges

though. Many religious groups
who aimed to establish colleges
found it necessary to prepare stu-
dents for that college by milling
them first through their own prep
schools.
Maine,
Mass., and St. Louis College in

St. Francis College in
Assumption College in

New Brunswick, may cerve as a
case in point. The Marists found
the same need here in the Val-
ley.

Owing to such lack of common
schooling then current in the
area, the Marists found it neces-
sary to provide their students with
a basic education prior to teach-
ing them the arts and human-
ities.

Here then is the start of St.

Mary's as the state would have
it.

Chapter 407
"An act to

Trustees of Van Buren College.

incorporate the

""Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives in Leg-
islature assembled, as follows:

"Section 1. Alexander Loude,
Thoamas Maher, Peter Kirk,
Celestin Francois, Peter Charles
Francois Morcel, John

John B.
Lawrence Fahy, their associates

Keegan,
Leterrier, Descreux,
and successors, are hereby cre-
ated a body politic and corpor-
ate, underthe name of the Trust-
ees of VanBuren College, at Van
Buren, Aroostook County, Maine
for the promotion of education,
literature, the arts and sciences,
religion, and morality.

""Section 2., Said corporation
is hereby vested with all the
rights, privileges and immunities
incident to similar corperations:
may have and use a common
seal, prosecute and defend suits
at law, make and establish by-
laws and regulations for the man-
agement of its affairs and the
proper government of said col-
lege, and of those in any way
connected therewith not repug-
nant to the laws of the state, and
hold estate, real and personal,
that it may hereafter receive by
gift, grant, devise, purchases or
otherwise, to an amount not ex-
ceeding two hundred thousand
dollars.

""Section 3. Either of the per-
sons named in the first section of
this act may call the first meet-
ing of said trustees, by giving
each of the other personsnamed ,
at least ten days written notice of
the time and place of said meet-
ing.

"Section4. This act shall take
effect when approved. Approved
February 19, 1889,"







