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Sponsored by
MADAWASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Claude L. Cyr, Coordinator
Norman M. Cyr, American Corr. Chairman
Bertin Cyr, Canadian Corr. Chairman

Mailing Address

Norman M. Cyr
129 East Main Street
Madawaska, ME 04756

Qyr & Qyr Root Family ?Rmni’ﬁn :

Dear cousins,

It is with pleasure and honor to invite you to
the CYR & CYR Root Family Reunion being sponsored
by the Madawaska Historical Society on July 24, 25,
and 26, 1981.

If anything typifies family unity, it is the
story of the nine CYR brothers who pioneered the
Madawaska settlement in 1785. Born in colonial Acadia

-before the French and Indian Wars, they survived their
war refuge fate which saw them dispersed in the Cana-
dian forest. After the Treaty of Paris, they left the
Province of Quebec to return to their native Acadia.
From Crock's Point near Fredericton, N.B., they joined
together in one last migration and settled together in
Madawaska on the upper St. John where they carved a
new life and home.

We wish to invite you to join us in this celebra-
tion. We seek your assistance in helping us locate all
CYR & CYR root family members by sending us a list of
names and,addresses of your brothers/sisters or of any
relatives having Cyr decendants so we may be assured
that all have been contacted and invited to our family
reunion.

We hope you will find time in your busy schedule
to join us in our family celebration. Let us all be
proud of our culture and heritage. Come and meet many
of your family members along with having an enjoyable
time together.

Enclosed you will find the following: (1) tenta-
tive schedule of activities for the CYR & CYR Root
Family Reunion; (2) list of motel/hotel accomodations
and camping areas available.

We will accept any donations to help us defray
cost of expenses. We would also appreciate it if you
would give us an idea if your attendance will be
possible.

The CYR'S of the St. John Valley extend a cordial
invitation to one and all to attend this celebration
with them.

£

Chers cousins,

Nous avons le plaisir et 1'honneur de vous inviter a
la‘réunion des familles CYR et de leur parenté consanguine.
C'est "a dire que si votre mere etait une demoiselle CYR,
vous &tes invités, m@me si vous portez un autre nom. Cette
célebration, organisée par la sociéte historique de Madawaska,
aura lieu les 24, 25, et 26 juillet, 1981.

L'histoire des neuf freres CYR qui ont fondé l'establlsse-
ment de Madawaska, en 1785, est un exemple typique d'unité
familiale. Nés en Acadle colonnale, avant les guerres Franco-
Indiennes, ils survécurent ‘a leur sort de refugves de guerre,
qui les dispersa dans la for€t canadienne. Apres le traité
de Parls, ils quittérent la province de Québec pour retourner
dans leur Acadie natale. De Crock's Point pres de Fredericton,
au Nouveau-Brunswick, ils s'unirent en une dernitre grande
migration et s'établirent ensemble au Madawaska, en haut de
la riviére Saint-Jean, du ils se firent une nouvelle vie et
une demeure permanehte.

Nous désirons vous inviter 'a venir calebrer avec nous et
nous vous demandons de nous aider a retrouver tous le CYR,
et tous les membres des familles consanguines aux CYR, en nous
faisant parvenir une liste des noms et adresses de vos freres/
soeurs ou de tout parent de descendance CYR, pour que nous
soyons, certains d'avoir réjoint tous ceux qui doivent Btre
invites.

Nous espérons que vous pourrez trouver le temps de
participer a cette féte de famille avec nous. Soyons fiers
de notre culture et de notre héritage. Venez rencontrer un
grand nombre de vos parents, tout en passant des journées
agréables avec eux.

Ci-inclus, vous trouverez:

(1) un-programme provisoire des activités pour la
réunion des familles CYR et de leur parenté consanguine;

(2) une liste des accommodations disponibles dans
les hotels/motels et terrains de camping environnants.

. 5 AL f

Nous accepterons tout don qui nous aidera a defrayer
les dépenses. Aussi, nous vous priors de nous laisser
savoir si vous comptez venir.

Les CYR de la vallee Saint-Jean lancent ‘a tous une
cordiale invitation 'a venir célébrer avec eux.

Sincerely yours,

CYR and CYR ROOT FAMILY REUNION

7

D rrican. Y ot

Norman M. Cyr

Corregpondence Chairman
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PIERRE CYR - MARIE BOURGEOIS

The origins of Pierre Cyr are to us somewhat obseure.
Unverified references point to Touraine-en-Loire, France.
An equally unsubstantiated source makes mention of St. Ger-
maine de Bourgeull near Orleans in the French province of
Touraine. It remains to French genealogists to work this out.
In any case the young Pierre Cy:c\ appears on the Acadian
scene in 1668. Two years later he married the seventeen year
old Marie Bourgeois at Port Royal, Acadie (Annapolis Royal,
Nova Scotia today). She was the daughter of the former post
surgeon under Governor d'Aulnay. Jacques Bourgeois, her
father appears to have developed a sizeable estate. Laurant
Molin's census of Acadie In 1671 begins with the Bourgeois
family. His holdings at the time were said to inglude 33 head
of cattle, two dozen sheep, a pair of oxen and five acres of
land under tillage. The livestock holdings of twenty-seven
year old Pierre Cyr, on the other hand were considerably
smaller. He is listed as owning but one cow, two sows and six
sheep. (Massignon, p.944)

Shortly after 1671, Jacques Bourgeois, who also engaged
in fur trading, moved his family up the Bay of Fundy to Cum-
berland Basin which the Indians called Chignecto. With the
move, Bourgeois was accompanied by his three sons-in law,
Pierre Cyr, Germaine Girouard, and Jean Boudrot. Shortly
thereafter, Michel Le Neuf, a Quebecois aristocrat was grant-
ed a seigneurie in the area. It was he who renamed the Bour-
geois settlement, Beaubassin. (Clarke p. 141) We might sur-
mise, Pierre Cyr may well have worked in his father in law's
grist mill and saw mill which he later erected at Beaubassin.

The Cyrs became the parents of three sons. Jean the
eldest, born in 1671 later married Francoise Melanson whose
father is said to have been of Scotish origin. It appears the
Melansons may have arrived in Acadia during the English
interregnum which saw Robert Sedgwick take over the county
in 1654 or Thomas Temple's arrival in 1657. (Arsenault p.57).
Jean, through his grandsons became the grand patriarch of
the Cyrs' of Madawaska.

The other two sons were Pierre b. 1677, and Guillaume
b. 1679. Pierre's descendants ended up at St. Sevran de St.
Malo, France during the era of Le Grand Derangement though
later we find some family members in the province of Quebec.

Guillaume's family on the other hand ended up in Boston
and after the war, we find his widow at Miquelon, a French

island of the coast of northern Quebec.
_5_



Pierre Cyr, the family progenitor allegedly died at Beau-
bassin, Acadia circa 1678-79. At the census of 1680, we find
his young widow to have remarried to Germain Girouard, who
as noted had figured among Jacques Bourgeois's sons in law.
Pierre's widow gave birth to three other children with her
husband, Girouard whom she had married at Beaubassin on
June 9, 1680. In 1686 she was.a widow again and left with
five children, the oldest being fifteen.

At the census of 1680, her three sons by first marriage
were listed under the name "Cire". Old documents use several
spellings for the family name, including: Cire, Cyre, Sir, Sire,
Syre, and Cyr. (Massignon p. 50) '

Marie Bourgeois, the mother of the Cyr family of North
America, lived to a ripe old age. Her death certificate, reg-
istered at Beaubassin, March 3, 1741 gives her as being then
eighty-eight years old. The aging document notes the presencte
of her sons Jean Cyre, and Pierre at the burial.

JEAN CYR - FRANCOISE MELANSON

When Rev. Laurant Moin took the first census in Acadia,
Jean Cyr, son of Pierre Cyr and Marie Bourgeois was but
three months old. Thus despite our lack of a birth record,
we can safely assume that Jean Cyr was born 1n 1671. He
appears to have been born at Port Royal, the original Aca-
dian settlement whose history dates back to 1605. While yet
an infant the family took him to Beaubassin where his mater-
nal grandfather pioneered a new settlement. Somewhere
around 1692, young Jean Cyr married Francoise Melanson,
the daughter of Charles Melanson, a Scotsman, and his French
wife, Marie Dugas. They eventually had five sons and four
daughters who lived through that migratory period of Acadian
history known as "Le Grand Derangement".

Marriage records pertaining to their children indicate
that Jean Cyr continued to reside at Beabassin at the head
of Chignecto Bay for the rest of his life. It is there at Beau-
bassin where on June 12, 1720 the missionary noted the pas-
sing of "Jean Sire, epoux de Francoise Millancon".

-6-



NOTICE: "CYR HERITAGE BOOK"

The Madawaska Historical Society and the Cyr Reunion Committee
would like to take advantage of this newsletter to advise all those
who have ordered and paid for the "Cyr Heritage Book" during the Cyr
Family Reunion, that the manuscript was completed in December.

In an effort to keep cost down, we have contracted the printing
to a small but extremely busy printer; consequently, we have experienced
several printing delays. We apologize and recognize that the book
should have reached you by now.

We sincerely hope that the quality and contents will make your
long wait worthwhile. Please rest aasured that you will receive your
book as soon as they are made available to us. We have been promised
a July delivery. Books may still be ordered by mailing $12.00 in

American funds to: Cyr Reunion Committee
P.0. Box 18
Madawaska, Maine 04756




"ACADIAN FESTIVAL 1981"

The beautiful, sunny Sunday of June 28, 1981 will long be remembered
by those who were part of it.

Nearly 500 people attended a French Mass in honor of the Acadian
settlers in the Madawaska territory at the St. David Church. The Mass
was co-celebrated by Rev. Leopold Nicknair, Paster‘;‘of St. Louis Catholic
Church at Fort Kent and Rev. Laurent Cyr of Texas. .

Following the Mass, the congregation took part in a procession to
the Acadian Cross landing site. Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus
carried 25 flags from different places that had somehow affected the
lives of the Acadians throughout their history in North America.

Members of the Cyr family crossed the St. John River in six canoes
re-enacting the arrival of the first settlers in 1785. They were greeted
on the shore by a large crowd of well wishers including a delegation of
Malecite Indians from the St. Basile and Tobique Reserves. A ceremony
including smoking the traditional peace pipe and dancing at the foot of
the cross took place. :

After the reci;tation of the Angelus, descendents of the 16 founding
families placed wreaths at the foot of the cross in memory of these valiant
pioneers. No Acadian celebration would be complete without singing Evan-
geline and Madawaska Douce Patrie. Conrad Daigle's rendition brought

I
tears and goose pimples to many bystanders. i

The festivity ended with a picnic lunch where everyone had a «chance. ‘_

to reminisce and share "leur joie de vivre".
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URGENT APPEAL

To ALl Bociety Members and Interested Citizens:

There are good news and there are bad news in life! The
Acadian Cross Historic Shrine Fund ie no exception.

-  First, the good news. The marble cross itself will be
arriving in early summer of 1982 and will be stored until the
eonstruction can be started in 1983. 5

Second, -the bad news. Payment of the marble qroé,s has to
~ be made upon delivery as agreed by contract. That payment will
completely use up the present cross fund account.

If the Historic Shrine is to be completed in time for 1985,
the bicentemnial of the arrival of the Acadians in the valley,
funds will be needed for the foundation part to the marble cross.
PLEASE HELP. It should be our most cherished accomplishment
because it is our direct responsibility to preserve the "Plymouth
“Rock" of the valley. dJust a few dollars donated by all members
and interested citizens who see the meaning of historieal values

will assure that the Acadian Cross Historie Shrine will be completed
by 1985.

Don't think that a single $1.00 déen't count. It does! Our
generosity for outside causes is well known. Just for once, let's
think of our own cause and about our own selves. Please, please
donate whatever you possibly can. Now i8 the time.

No matter how small, your share will be deeply appreciated
by the Society. Most importantly, however, it is the future who
will be most grateful.

WON'T YOU HELP NOW?

Mail all donations to:

Acadian Cross Shrine
Madawaska Historical Society
Library Building

Madawaska, Maine 04756

-9-



SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP

January, 1981

Acadian Family Reunion for the Cyr Family was made official. Bert Cyr
accepted chairmanship of the reunion committee. Gabriel Dugal accepted the
position as liason for the Society with.the Cyr committee.

A motion was made for the Society to.eentribute to a library memorial
for Dr. Grindle at the University of Maine at Fort Kent.
March 15, 1981 B

Board of Director, President Claude L. Cyr briefed the members on the
Cyr Family Reunion. Chairman nominated was Claude Cyr, Secretary and Treas.,
Marie-Anne Cyr.

April 23, 1981 -

A request was brought up for $4,000.00 to be presented to the Board of
Selectmen. The amount is to be placed on the warrant to be voted at the
annual town meeting. The program for Acadian Day and Cyr mass was discussed.
Cecile Pozzuto took the chairmanship of the Acadian Day activities. Cecile
also agreed to remain Society Clerk. .

May 25, 1981

Don Cyr reported on Cyr Family Reunion. He set meetings with Chamber of
Commerce and Lioness. It was agreed to sponsor the Cyr Family Reunion re-
gardless of the date the Cyr Family decided . A letter was read by Claude Cyr,
written by Norman Cyr, The letter of imvitation will be mailed to approximately
2,000 Cyr families in both the U. S. and Canada. Mrs. Oneil D. Cyr will design
the Cyr family crest and banner. Mr. Edward Cyr donated a $100.00 bond for a
door prize.

June , 1981

Cecile Pozzuto, chairman of the Society's Acadian Day activities, gave
final details as to the planned activities. Photo albums,compiled to date,
were on display.

June 15, 1981

Details of the mass at the St. David Church, homoring the Cyr Family,
was formalized. Fifteen letters of invitations to the mass had been sent to
dignitaries. Directors dressed in costumes are to act as hostesses during the
mags. Bermette,. Rolande, Geraldine and Fernande were designated as receptionists.
Mass programs were printed at a cost of $40.00. President, Claude L. Cyr
announced that the $4,000.00 from the town of Madawaska had been received and
the Society's treasurer, Msgr. Chalout had placed.the money in the Society's
treasury.

Nov., 1981

Treasurer's report, $6,755.31 as of October 3l. C(Claude Cyr gave a report on

the Cyr Family Reunion. A sum of $26,417.89 was listed as the total income.
$3.016. 36 would be applied to publishing the Cyr book. The reserve will go to
the next reunion and toward the Shrine. Over $1,000.00 in books were presold.
Bernette Albert gave a report on the Memorial Shrine. The cost of this project
will be approximately $11,484.00. This shrine is marble. Geraldine Chasse

has been appointed to the Maine League of Historical Societies. Comgratulations!
The Bociety decided to sponsor the Hebert Family for 1982. Guy Dubay gave an
update on the exhibit development at the State Museum. A project of constructing
a sign for the front of the Tante Blanche Musewn was mentioned. Ferm Dube and
Bernette were examining different ideas on this project. Date for next meeting-

Sunday, Dec. 6th.

At the 13th Annual Membership Meeting, President, Claude L. Cyr thanked
all who have contibuted and sponsored activities during the Cyr festivities.
Guy .Dubay thanked the outgoing officers for their services. The slate of
officers for the coming year are as follows: Pres,, Claude L. Cyr; V. Pres.,
Berr_zette Albert; Treas., Msgr. G. Chalout; Sec., Warrena Morin; Directors:
Marie May Caron, Donald Cyr, Gabriel Dugal, Rolande Levesque, Fermand Dube,
Bert Cyr, and Ben Talbot.



MADAWASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FINANCIAL STATEMENT ¢ £
DECEMBER 6, 1961

INCOME: - Publications Sales & Museum - 1655.25
Membership Dues - 943.75
Cyr Family Reunion Pub Sales -  826.00
Donations - 6850,00
Photo Project - 65.00
Interest - 201,66
Interest (Now Account) - 229.02
Miscellaneous - 240.25
TOTAL 11,010.93 ,

;é'

EXPENSES: - Publications -  T12.00
Building & Grounds - 137.00
Photo Project - 64L.08
01d Homestead Project - 2139.07
Printing - 510.L46
Utilities - 28.24
Postage - 64,03
Insurance - 120.00
Donation (R.G.) - 25,00
Office Supplies - 38,47
Supplies & General Expense - 315.00
Miscellaneous - 102,99
Transfer to Shrine Fund 2064.94
TOTAL 6901.28
OPENING BALANCE 10-31-80 2623.66
INCOME 1981 11010.93

13634.59
_ LESS EXPENSES 6901.28
¥ T733.31
ON HAND CHECKING 10-31-81 5775.56
LESS OUTSTANDING CHECKS 192,00
5583.56
DEPOSITED NOT CREDITED 1149,75
6733.31
ALSO ON HAND $107.00 (Canadian Funds) from Cyr Family Reunion
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 5000,00 Shrine Fund
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 2151,79 Shrine Fund
AS OF 11-22-81 Shrine Fund is 7653487
% THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS ARE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED -
ANONYMOUS $ 800.00
AMERICAN LEGION FOR PHOTO PROJECT $2000.00
TOWN OF MADAWASKA $4000.00
MADAWASKA ROTARY CLUB $ 50,00

1 Msgr. Gilman Chalout



PRESIDENT'S REPORT

One of the yearly joys of the Society is to report its accomplishments to the
membership.

’)K:;j-.
There is no doubt this past year that the Cyr. Family Reunion was the utmost of
achievements. The Cyrs arrived "en masse” to.our proud town from all over the
United States and Canada, plus a couple of foreign countries. Mostly all busi-

nesses in town and the surrounding towns felt the inpact.

From a cultural and historical viewpoint, it seems that they could mot get enough
history and genealogy, even though the three-day event was focused on those two as-
prects almost exclusively. The Mass at the foot of the Acadian Cross and the symbolic
river crossing enchanted everyone. No "good-byes" were said at the end of the event.
Only, "see you in '85' was smilingly uttered as they departed. It seems that 1985,
the bicentennial of the Acadian landing, is a milestone with the visiting Cyrs as
much as it is with all of us. The devoted Cyr Family Reunion committees achieved

a superb success!

Madawaska was a proud town during both the Cyr Family Reunion and Acadian Day.
Again, the highly favored symbolic river crossing was enacted. It was a humble
moment when, finally, we were able to acknowledge some gratitude to our beloved
Malecite friends who crossed the river to share the common historical values we
eannot afford to ignore.

Duriﬁg the remainder of the year, the Society continued work on the Albert home-
stead and maintained the usual Tante Blanche Museum complex operations throughout
the summer. Visitor statistics soared to over 6,000 due to the two big events noted
above. During the year, planning was also continued on our most favorite project
of all; namely, the construction of the permanent Acadian Cross by 1985. A model
has been constructed by a Society member and is on display at the Museum. Also,
another Society member prepared a beautiful pictorial history of the American
Legion Post of Madawaska. It is on display at the Post home.

Again, your continued support is deeply appreciated. Without it, the preserva-
tion of our cherished history would be impossible.

-12-
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Life Members New Members

Coltart Darlene 1. Crotto Marie D.
Coppens Jack Mr. & Mrs. 2. Couturier Roland
Cyr Agathe Mrs. 3. Daigle Yvette
Cyr Bert J. 4. Daigle Emile J.
Cyr Donald B. Mr. & Mrs. 5. Daigle Charles & Rosalie
Cyr Martin R. Mr. & Mrs. 6. Bizier Clem Mrs.
"Cyr Milton E. Mr. & Mrs. 7. Franck Annette
Cyr Norman M. 8. Guimond Albert
“Cyr Simone Miss 9. Guimond Raymond
. Daigle Leo James Jr. Mr. & Mrs. 10. Guidy R. Martin
. Daigle Romeo E. 11. Lavorgna Louis
. Ebacher Laurie Atty. 12. Moe John C.
. Houghton John A. Mr. & Mrs. 13. Ralph Richard Bell Library
. Lagasse Clovis C. Mr. & Mrs. (Sackville, N.B.)
. Levesque Daniel D. Mr. & Mrs. 14. Rourke Lillian (Daigle)
. Overtone William & Ramona 15. Spratt Wilbur
. Thomas Laura Mrs. 16. Thibodeau Doris (Daigle)

Committee Chairperson - Museum Curator Bernette Albert
Cyr Reunion - Claude L. Cyr '
Hebert Reunion - Real Hebert
Acadian Day Festival - Cecile Pozzuto

ANNUAL DUES
THE MADAWASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY - 1982

~

Name

Address

$1 $2 $5 $10 Life $25.

Please renew my membership for 1982.

Please mail c!ues to Membership Chairman: Rolande
Levesque, Library Building, Madawaska, Maine 04756

-13-
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MUSEUM ‘ACQUISITIONS - 1981

. Artifacts:

Antique Ceiling Lamp

School Bench (Table-desk type)

Grey Woolen Baby Blankets, 2

Glass Crucifix Candle Holders, 1 pr.
Embroidered Linen Pillowcases, 1 pr.- .
Embroidered Small Dumask Bureau Scarf
Spinning Wheel

Wooden Rocking Chair

Wooden Baby Cradle

. Schoolchild's Abacus (Homemade)

II. Books, Papers, and Documents: Donor :
1. Postcard of Reproduction of America's Mr. Jack Dufour
First Restaurant Menu Printed in 1834 s
2. Framed Picture of Mr. & Mrs. Thadie Mrs. Felix Albert
(Flavie Cyr) Cyr
3. Framed Picture Puzzle of Louis Cyr Cyr, Carmel, Me.
(World's Strongest Man), Son of Louis V.F.
Cyr, Keegan, Me.
4. Framed Early Print of Acadian Chapel and Mrs. Marie Vollman
Cross at Acadian Memorial Park, Grand Pre,
N.S. :
5. Framed Early Print of Weeping Willows at Mrs. Marie Vollman
Acadian Memorial Park, Grand Pre, N.S.
III. Other Donations: Donor
1. Leather Guest Register Mr. Rodney MacWhinnie
2. Acadian Flag (Flagpole size) Madawaska Chamber of Commerce
3. School Desk, 1930's Mrs. Rollande Levesque
4. Paperbacks Mrs. Elmo Albert, Mrs. Fernand
Gendreau, Mrs. Bob Hebert
1981 Donations to Photograph Collection
1. Mrs. Leo Martin - pictures & newspaper clippings
2. Mrs. Zelia Rouleau - envelope glue
3. Clarence J. Albert - pictures & newspaper clippings
4. Mrs. Francis Cyr - W.W. 1 Album & other pictures
5. Mrs. Delina Cote - pictures & newspaper clippings
6. Marie Mae Martin - picture collection
7. Leonard Martin - manuscript of Denis P. Martin songs
8. Rose Michaud - 8 scrapbooks & pictures
9. Mrs. Felix Albert - rug remnant
10. Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Seekins - Indian arrowhead —~
11. Rita Gwyer - Jerome Albert's photos
12. Fraser Paper Inc. - 8x10 photos
13. Odile Maillet - pictures

Donor

Mr. Aril Dube 2

Mr. Lester Ouellette

Mrs. Rollande Levesque

Mrs. Rollande Levesque

Mrs. George E. Cyr

Mrs. George E. Cyr

In Memoriam - Mrs. Vilas Dufour
In Memoriam - Mr. Jerome Albert
Mr. & Mrs. Clovis Lagasse

Mr. Gut Dubay

Omitted from 1980 list - Mrs. Mae Rita Smith - scrapbook, newspaper clippings, pictures
and school newspaper.

-14-
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